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AGAWAM PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Clini closes book 
on 40-year career 


Director reflects on 
library’s expansion, 
modernization 

By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 

One of the first things Judy 
Clini is looking forward to do¬ 
ing in retirement is having time 
to sit and read a book. She has 
spent more than four decades 
helping to manage thousands of 
books and other material in the 
town’s public libraries, the last 
14 as library director. 

Clini will retire Jan. 4 — ending 
a chapter in her life that began 


as a teenager. She recalled that 
back when she began her library 
career, Agawam had three small 
libraries and librarians wrote cat¬ 
alog cards by hand for all books. 

“Today, there is one large li¬ 
brary and catalog cards have 
been replaced by online cata¬ 
logs,” she said. 

After working in each of the 
small libraries — the Feeding 
Hills Library, the North Agawam 
Library, and the Agawam Cen¬ 
ter Library — she then moved 
to the current library on Cooper 
Street after it was built in 1978. 

Her love of books and libraries 
started when she was a student at 
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CHRISTMAS 

Nativity scene comes 
alive in new tradition 


By Peter Spotts 

aan@turley.com 

The re-creation of the iconic 
Nativity scene returned to the 
Church of Redemption grounds 
for its fifth straight year on a 
chilly night Saturday, Dec. 8. 

Rotations of volunteers took 
turns as Mary, Joseph and the 
three wise men bringing gifts to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus, ac¬ 
companied by Jenny the donkey 


from Aspen Hill Farms. 

“It’s a privilege, an hon¬ 
or,” said Melissa Lorenzo, who 
played Mary with her husband, 
Socrates Lorenzo, accompany¬ 
ing her as Joseph. “It’s a time for 
us to reflect on Jesus’ birth and 
to know the true meaning of 
Christmas, to reach out to the 
community and we’re all fami¬ 
ly and friends in the Christian 
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Above, Chris, 
Hudson and Shelley 
Pass visit the 
Living Nativity at 
the Church of Re¬ 
demption on Maple 
Street on Saturday, 
Dec. 8. At right, the 
re-creation of that 
night two millennia 
ago even included 
a live donkey. PHO 
TOS BY PETER SPOTTS 


Sight and sound 



Above, Agawam High School freshman Ella Eastman shows a series of paintings to her parents, Michele and Scott East¬ 
man, based on photos of foods considered appealing to the eye, at the school’s Winter Arts Festival on Dec. 12. More 
photos on page 7. PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 



At left, the sound of music 
filled the AHS auditorium as 
students in the performing 
arts took to the stage at 
the Winter Arts Festival. Un¬ 
der the leadership of Sonja 
Funk, director of choral 
activities, the AHS chorale 
performs “Bonse Aba,” a 
traditional Zambian folk 
song. 


‘Believe’... and achieve 

Aimee Beaudette is standing on road to recovery from paralyzing illness 



Aimee Beaudette sits amongst her favorite holiday decorations adorning all four 
walls of her room. PHOTO BY PETER SPOTTS 


By Peter Spotts 

aan@turley.com 

A imee Beaudette stood next 
to the fireplace on a Tues¬ 
day night, a momentous 
moment in her 12-year journey 
recovering from acute dissemi¬ 
nated encephalomyelitis (ADEM). 

When Beaudette came home 
from the hospital after six months 
of treatment for ADEM in 2007, 
she couldn’t walk, talk, stand 
or leave the house. Today, she 
can make assisted trips around 
the house and is improving her 
strength and core to stand unaid¬ 
ed for longer durations in her un¬ 
relenting drive to get back to the 
life she had before the illness. 

“I would like to thank people 
for all their support that they have 
given me over the years,” Aimee 
said. 

“When Aimee first came home, 
she was basically an infant in an 
adult body,” explained Michelle 
Herbert, Aimee’s cousin. “She 
couldn’t do anything. She had to 
learn how to swallow, everything. 
Every year, every month she pro¬ 
gresses to do something better.” 


Beaudette’s journey started 
back in December 2006, when a 
stomach virus attacked her brain 
while she was working on finish¬ 
ing her senior year at Framing¬ 
ham State University. Walking, 
talking, eating, everything she’d 
been doing for more than 20 years 
of her life, was taken from her. 


“For no reason, we don’t 
know why it all happened,” said 
her mother, Janet Shean. “Now, 
we’re just trying to get that core 
just enough to walk. It’s not like 
she doesn’t know how to walk, 
she had had to relearn every- 
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Christmas 
fun in 

Feeding Hills 


Above, among those enjoying the fes¬ 
tivities was Feeding Hills Congrega¬ 
tional Church’s pastor, the Rev. Robert 
Donaldson. 

Below, Michael Mansur chats with 
some of the other guests at the 
Christmas party. 



Kayleigh Harlow-Harris tells Santa what she hopes to see under the tree on 
Christmas morning. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


From left, Bonnie-Jean Bierowka, Dimitri Heinze, Sharon Rozanski and Stan Bi- 
erowka pick up their winnings at the raffle table. 





Above, Beth and Christine Harlow-Harris are all smiles at 
the Feeding Hills Congregational Church Christmas party 
held earlier this month. Middle left, an arts and crafts 
table was available to all those in attendance. Near left, 
Linda Heinze takes a moment to relax after a full day of 
activities at the Christmas party. 


WILBRAHAM 

&MONSON 


ACADEMY 


Established 1804 


Mariel ’20 

of Longmeadow 

"I have been at the school for six years. I love this 
school because the one-on-one learning and positive 
attention from the teachers has helped me excel as a 
student. I have also learned to become independent, 
which has helped me become the person I am today!" 
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1 p.m. 

www.wma.us/openhouse 
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Geiger named to ZBA; new alt. sought 


By Michael Ballway 

mballway@turley. com 

In a rare split vote, the City 
Council this week elected Gary 
Geiger to serve a three-year term 
on the town’s Zoning Board of Ap¬ 
peals. 

Geiger was chosen over in¬ 
cumbent member Gary Suffriti 
in a 6-3 vote. Voting for Suffriti 
were councilors George Bitzas, 
Joseph Mineo and Rosemary San¬ 
dlin. Councilor Anthony Suffriti, 
who is Gary Suffriti’s nephew, ab¬ 


stained from the vote. Councilor 
Gina Letellier was not present at 
the meeting. 

Earlier in the meeting, Gary 
Suffriti had asked councilors to 
re-elect him and offered to answer 
any of their questions about his 
service on the board. There were 
no questions from the council, 
nor was there any public discus¬ 
sion about the two candidates’ 
merits before the vote. 

A third candidate had also ex¬ 
pressed interest in the position, 
according to Council President 


Christopher Johnson. He said Vin 
Ronghi had put forward his name 
as a candidate but withdrew his 
bid after learning that Geiger was 
applying- 

Geiger is currently an alter¬ 
nate member of the board. When 
he is sworn in as a full member 
in January, the council will need 
to appoint a new alternate. Any 
resident of Agawam can apply to 
serve. Anyone interested should 
contact Barbara Bard in the City 
Council office at 413-726-9716 or 
bbard@agawam.ma.us. 


F.H. Congregational hosts light of Bethlehem 


Local Boy Scouts are continu¬ 
ing a tradition called “Peace Light 
from Bethlehem.” The Peace Light 
originates in the grotto where the 
Christ child was born in Bethle¬ 
hem and is delivered by a young 
Austrian child to Austrian Airlines, 
where it is placed in two blast- 
proof miners’ lamps and flown 
from Tel Aviv, Israel, to Vienna, 
Austria. Here the light is then dis¬ 
tributed throughout 20 European 
countries and overseas, including 
North America, via Austrian Air¬ 
lines as a symbol of peace. 

Through Jeff Heinze, moder¬ 
ator of Feeding Hills Congrega¬ 
tional Church and advancement 
chairman for Troop 77, the light 
now resides at Feeding Hills 
Congregational Church and is 
brought forward as part of the 
opening of Sunday worship. The 


light will be here throughout the 
Christmas season. 

Feeding Hills Congregational 
Church is an open and affirming 
congregation. All are welcome. 

On Sunday, Dec. 23, the Rev. 
Rob Donaldson will lead the 
Advent worship. Children from 
nursery age through grade 6 are 
welcome to move off to child 
care or into Sunday School. The 
children are lighting the Advent 
wreath and singing Christmas 
carols each Sunday throughout 
the Christmas season during wor¬ 
ship service 

Sue Boisvert is scheduled to 
serve as lector, the person who 
reads scripture. After worship, the 
pastor will be available for infor¬ 
mal conversation. 

On Christmas Eve, Monday, 
Dec. 24, at 10 p.m., all are wel¬ 


come to the worship service of 
Nine Lessons and Christmas car¬ 
ols, closing in candlelight. 

All are invited to the variety 
of events and activities offered to 
the community every week. On 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, the 
church hosts AA group meetings 
starting at 7 p.m. Rev. Donaldson 
offers a book study on Tuesday 
mornings at 10 a.m. at Starbucks 
in Westfield. The current book is 
John Shelby Spong’s “Liberating 
the Gospels.” Choir rehearsal is 
held Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in the 
sanctuary. The monthly teen youth 
group will resume in January. 

The church is at 21 N. West- 
field St., Feeding Hills. For more 
information, call the church office 
at 413-786-5061, visit www.fhc- 
cucc.org or search for the church 
on Facebook.com. 


First-ever ‘Supper Club’ a big hit at church 


Bryon Hall at Agawam Congre¬ 
gational Church was transformed 
into a banquet hall with dazzling, 
colorful holiday decorations at 
the first Supper Club held Satur¬ 
day, Dec. 15. The hall overflowed 
with many hungry diners enjoy¬ 
ing dinner catered by American 
Classics Restaurant on Spring- 
field Street in Feeding Hills. 

The evening, coordinated by 


church member Roberta Page, in¬ 
cluded Christmas music and car¬ 
ols presented at the four micro¬ 
phones where volunteers led the 
crowd in well-known favorites as 
Pastor Greg Dawson managed the 
laptop with the accompanying in¬ 
strumental music. 

“I give the whole evening 
an A-plus,” said Dennis King 
of Agawam, who attended 


with his wife Nancy and oth¬ 
er family members. “And I say, 
it was just awesome,” Richard 
Knight of Agawam chimed in. 
“It was a great meal and lots of 
fun,” said Westfield residents 
and church members Nancy and 
Bruce Mitchell. 

The next Supper Club, which 
will be a Valentine’s Day event, is 
scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 9. 




Bryon Hall at Agawam Congregational Church was trans¬ 
formed into a banquet hall at the Supper Club held Dec. 

15. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


Diners at Agawam Congregational Church enjoy the first 
Supper Club, which was catered by American Classics 
Restaurant of Feeding Hills. 



Vakny Chonmany, left, and Eric Muldrew set up a Santa Claus decoration 
on the Veterans Green in Agawam earlier this month. Chonmany is the or¬ 
ganizer of the Winter Celebration to be held on the green on Dec. 23. PHOTO 
BY MICHAEL BALLWAY 


Weather moves winter 
celebration to Sunday 


By Michael Ballway 

mballway@turley. com 

Rainstorms forecast for Fri¬ 
day have prompted organizers 
to reschedule Agawam’s holiday 
tree-lighting to 4-8 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 23. 

“We wanted the kids to have 
nice weather so that they can 
hang their ornaments along 
with their family,” said event or¬ 
ganizer Vak Chonmany. 

Chonmany is working with a 
group of two dozen volunteers 
and several business sponsors 
to hold the outdoor celebration 
at Veterans Green, at Main and 
School streets in Agawam. 

Before Mayor William Sapelli 
flips the switch for the tree light¬ 
ing, there will be performances 
from the Feeding Hills Music 
Academy, Rosie Robotics and 
the Agawam High School Choir. 
Other attractions will include 


an alpaca for kids to play with, 
homemade doughnuts and ap¬ 
ple cider, free hot cocoa cour¬ 
tesy of the Agawam Lions Club 
and a free storybook for chil¬ 
dren from the Agawam Public 
Library. There will be raffles and 
an ugly sweater contest. Santa 
Claus will stop by to meet with 
children and take photos. A free 
Zumba class will be offered at 4 
p.m. 

Attendees are encouraged 
to bring a non-perishable food 
item to donate to local food 
pantries. St. John the Evange¬ 
list Church and the Agawam 
Congregational Church will be 
providing event parking in their 
parking lots. 

For more information or to 
volunteer, contact Chonmany 
at 413-657-8237 or harness- 
ingmb@hotmail.com. Updates 
are posted on the Agawam Com¬ 
munity Center Facebook page. 


Rocky’s pet food, supply 
drive ends this weekend 


Rocky’s Ace Hardware will 
conclude its Pet Food and Sup¬ 
plies Drive on Sunday. 

Rocky’s has partnered with 
local area animal shelters to pro¬ 
vide them with the necessary 
food and supplies they need to 
ensure their locations continue 
to operate. A list of supplies most 
often requested will be on display 


at each Rocky’s store. Typical 
items include food, paper towels, 
brooms, trash bags and bleach, 
and more festive options include 
treats, collars and pet toys. 

Those interested in donating 
can do so by depositing pet-re¬ 
lated goods in bins in each store, 
including the store at 10 Spring- 
field St., Agawam, before Dec. 23. 
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O pinion 

OUR VIEW 

Yes, Virginia, 
there is a 
Santa Claus 

More than 100 years ago, one of New 
York’s great daily newspapers, The Sun, 
published a letter to the editor and an edi¬ 
torial whose fame endure to this day After 
originally publishing it Sept. 21, 1897, the 
newspaper reprinted it annually for 50 
years until it ceased publishing 

Today, the Agawam Advertiser News is 
proud to pick up this tradition and again 
print Francis P. Church’s famous editorial, 
one of the finest descriptions of Christmas 
spirit ever committed to newsprint. We 
share this with you in the spirit of the hol¬ 
idays. 


Dear editor: 

I am 8 years old. 

Some of my little friends say there is no Santa 
Claus. 

Papa says, ‘If you see it in THE SUN it’s so.’ 
Please tell me the truth; is there a Santa Claus? 

Virginia O’Hanlon, 115 W. 95th St. 


V irginia, your little friends are 
wrong. They have been affect¬ 
ed by the skepticism of a skep¬ 
tical age. They do not believe except 
they see. They think that nothing can 
be which is not comprehensible by 
their little minds. All minds, Virginia, 
whether they be men’s or children’s, are 
little. In this great universe of ours man 
is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, 
as compared with the boundless world 
about him, as measured by the intelli¬ 
gence capable of grasping the whole of 
truth and knowledge. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. 
He exists as certainly as love and gen¬ 
erosity and devotion exist, and you 
know that they abound and give to 
your life its highest beauty and joy. 
Alas! How dreary would be the world if 
there were no Santa Claus. It would be 
as dreary as if there were no Virginias. 
There would be no childlike faith then, 
no poetry, no romance to make tolera¬ 
ble this existence. We should have no 
enjoyment, except in sense and sight. 
The eternal light with which childhood 
fills the world would be extinguished. 

Not believe in Santa Claus! You 
might as well not believe in fairies! 
You might get your papa to hire men 
to watch in all the chimneys on Christ¬ 
mas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even 
if they did not see Santa Claus coming 
down, what would that prove? No¬ 
body sees Santa Claus, but that is no 
sign that there is no Santa Claus. The 
most real things in the world are those 
that neither children nor men can see. 
Did you ever see fairies dancing on 
the lawn? Of course not, but that’s no 
proof that they are not there. Nobody 
can conceive or imagine all the won¬ 
ders there are unseen and unseeable in 
the world. 

You may tear apart the baby’s rattle 
and see what makes the noise inside, 
but there is a veil covering the unseen 
world which not the strongest man, 
nor even the united strength of all the 
strongest men that ever lived, could 
tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, 
love, romance, can push aside that 
curtain and view and picture the su¬ 
pernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it 
all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world 
there is nothing else real and abiding. 

No Santa Claus! Thank God he lives, 
and he lives forever. A thousand years 
from now, Virginia, nay, ten times ten 
thousand years from now, he will con¬ 
tinue to make glad the heart of child¬ 
hood. 

From all of us at the Agawam Adver¬ 
tiser News, Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! 


It's not just cellphones that distract drivers... 



Letters to the Editor 

Town’s holiday generosity helped Bethany serve many 


Thanksgiving is a time for 
expressions of gratitude, a time 
to feel blessed and to share the 
traditional meal. It is a time to 
thank God for what we have and 
a time to reach out to others. 

We would like to thank the 


Affordable housing and/or 
low incoming housing does not 
put a burden on Agawam taxpay¬ 
ers to increase the school budget. 
Chapter 70 state aid for schools 
has a formula that has every 
town or city pay a similar per¬ 
centage for their schools from 
town taxes based on total prop- 


Agawam Police along with those 
who donated to the communi¬ 
ty’s food drive. Your generous 
donation of approximately 2,200 
pounds of food has allowed Beth¬ 
any Assembly of God Church to 
serve many in our community. 


erty values and wages in each 
town, then the state makes up 
the difference with Chapter 70 
state aid school funds. 

Way Finders will not be a 
burden on the school system; 
$500,000 homes will not be a 
burden on the school system. 
Increasing enrollment in the 


A sincere thank you to all for 
this is the time, without a doubt, 
to be grateful. 

Pat Adams 

Bethany Assembly of God 
Agawam 

on the town 

schools is a good thing. De¬ 
creased enrollment is bad be¬ 
cause your state income tax 
money will be used more for 
Chapter 70 state aid in other 
communities. 

William Clark 

Feeding Hills 


Affordable housing puts no extra burden 


FAITH MATTERS 

A leap of faith in Christmas 


This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son 
of David, the son of Abraham. This is how the birth of 
Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be pregnant 
through the Holy Spirit. All this took place 
to fulfill what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 

Matthew 1:1,18,22-23, NIV 

J esus of Nazareth is a real person. His 
mother is a young Jewish virgin girl 
named Mary whom God chose to 
bear the promised Messiah as promised 
in the Old Testament Hebrew Scriptures. 

What an incredible miracle this was for the na¬ 
tion of Israel, who found themselves once again 
under the rule of a foreign nation — this time the 
Roman Empire. Although they enjoyed some free¬ 
doms, they longed for the liberation Yahweh had 
promised them through the prophets of old. 


A census brought Joseph and Mary to their 
hometown of Bethlehem to fulfill the words of the 
prophet Micah stating the messiah would bring 
forth “a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.” 

The Holy Spirit performed a supernatural 
and biological miracle in conceiving the 
savior of the world, with Mary’s consent 
(see Luke 1:26-38) and nine months later 
baby Jesus was born. A host of heavenly 
angels declared it to humble shepherds 
guarding their flocks and they went to 
the place where Joseph, Mary and Jesus 
were and saw with their own eyes a bun¬ 
dle of deity clothed in human flesh. 

The Son of God is part of the eternal 
divine being we call God. Our minds 
cannot comprehend this truth. We are 
limited in our thinking by earthly constraints, but 
we can understand the miracle of the birth of a son 
who grew into a man who raised the dead back 
to life, healed all manner of disease and sickness, 
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Our Back Pages 


From yesteryear’s editions of the Agawam Advertiser News, 
compiled by Michael Ballway. 

A year ago: All firefighters on duty now have thermal 
imaging cameras, Fire Chief Alan Sirois reported in late 
December 2017. The cameras, which cost $1,400 each, 
use infrared light to create an LCD screen image that can 
help firefighters find victims in the smoke, measure the 
severity of heat in a burning room, or find an exit even if 
they become disoriented. 

Five years ago: Springfield YMCA President Kirk Smith an¬ 
nounced in late December 2013 that he would begin con¬ 


struction of a “‘Cheers’-like center” in Agawam — “where 
everybody knows your name” — to “respond to the growing 
need for our services.” He asked people to consider char¬ 
ter memberships and donations to help the Agawam YMCA, 
which opened in October 2014 and lasted a little over a year. 
Ten years ago: The Captain Charles Leonard House opened 
its doors for a holiday open house in December 2008, cel¬ 
ebrating the near-completion of an extensive renovation of 
the 200-year-old structure, a former stagecoach tavern now 
available to rent as a function hall. Updates included modern 
touches such as central air conditioning and gas heat, but also 
a more historically accurate paint scheme. 
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Finalist selected for library post 


A new library director is expected 
to start on Jan. 14, according to Coleen 
Gruska, the town’s human resources di¬ 
rector. She said one of two finalists con¬ 
sidered for the position will be appoint¬ 
ed by Mayor William Sapelli. 

A three-member panel selected by 
Sapelli recommended the finalists after 
interviewing all five candidates who ap¬ 
plied for the position. The panel includ¬ 
ed Gruska, Assistant Superintendent of 
Schools Sheila Hoffman, and IT Direc¬ 
tor Jeffrey Hulbert. 

Gruska said she couldn’t provide the 


name of the person chosen, but said af¬ 
ter she and the mayor interviewed both 
finalists, Sapelli agreed with the panel’s 
recommendation about whom to hire 
as Judy Clini’s successor. 

The process to select a new library 
director — which has an annual salary 
range of $76,648 to $94,271 — began in 
mid-October and ended just last week 
when interviews were completed. The 
position was posted internally, but there 
were no applicants. It was then advertised 
to the public on the Library Board of Com¬ 
missioners website and in a newspaper. 


CLINI I from page 1 

Granger Elementary School. 

“Classes used to walk across the street 
to the Feeding Hills Library during the day. 
Students could borrow up to three books at 
a time,” recalls Clini. 

She grew to like the library and the librar¬ 
ians. By the time Clini started high school, 
she was volunteering at the library during 
the summer, helping with the summer read¬ 
ing programs and putting away books. 

When Clini was old enough to work, she 
began a part-time job in 1967 at the library 
in Feeding Hills, checking out books and 
typing catalog cards. Eight years later, she 
took a break from working at the library to 
raise her daughter. She returned in 1986, 
picking up her career at the new consol¬ 
idated library on Cooper Street, working 
part-time and then full-time. 

Clini, who received a bachelor’s degree 
from Westfield State University and a mas¬ 
ter’s degree in library science from South¬ 
ern Connecticut University, took charge of 
the library when she was made acting di¬ 
rector in early 2002, several months before 
the completion of a $5 million project to ex¬ 
pand the library. She was appointed library 
director in March 2004. 

At the end of the project, the library more 
than doubled in size — from just over 15,000 
square feet to more than 36,000 square feet. 
Renovations to the “old” library included 
adding two new floors, creating what is now 
the main library. What had been the main 
library became a special section dedicated 
to youth and children. The expansion also 
created more meeting rooms. 

Clini said the project gave the library 
more room to accommodate more patrons 
and more activities at the same time. It also 
provided additional space for computer 
labs and a growing collection of books, mu¬ 
sic, videos, and DVDs. 

During her tenure as director, Clini over¬ 
saw a transformation to the information 
and technology era. She helped to ensure 
the library not only served patrons who en¬ 
joy traditional print books, but also those 
who prefer to get their information digitally. 

“Patrons don’t even need to go the li¬ 
brary [building] now — they can down¬ 
load e-books as well as audio books, mov¬ 
ies, and music from the comfort of their 
homes,” she said. 

Clini said the library, which currently has 
a $1.1 million budget funded by the town, 
needs to keep changing with the times to 
stay relevant to the needs of its patrons. 

“People are still reading books, although 
they may not be reading hardbound copies 
of books or magazines. We now have ex¬ 
tensive collections of e-books and e-maga- 
zines for people to ‘borrow’ on their elec¬ 
tronic devices,” she added. 

She said that in addition to computers, 
Wi-Fi is available throughout the building 
for patrons who prefer using their person¬ 
al devices: “Today, we like to think of our- 



After more than 40 years of managing thou¬ 
sands of books in the town’s public libraries, the 
last 14 as library director, Judy Clini will retire 
Jan. 4. PHOTO BY MIKE LYDICK 

selves as a ‘community space’ for meetings, 
programs, children’s activities, homework 
help, as well as a place to find books.” 

Although Clini looks forward to retire¬ 
ment after her long career, she will miss 
working with the library staff, other town 
employees, and the library’s patrons. In 
addition to catching up on her reading, vis¬ 
iting her daughter (who also works in the 
library field) in Portland, Ore., and devot¬ 
ing more time as a trustee for the Captain 
Charles Leonard House, Clini will stay busy 
while still finding time to relax. 

“I welcome more time to work in my 
garden,” said Clini who has an extensive 
collection of hosta plants — over 300 
named varieties — in her yard at the Feed¬ 
ing Hills home where she and her husband 
live. “There’s always some gardening that 
needs to be done.” 

Then there’s her other hobby, one not 
typically associated with a librarian: auto 
racing. Clini has been involved as a NA¬ 
SCAR official since the late 1970s. 

“I began working at Riverside Park 
Speedway as a scorer. Since then, I moon¬ 
light as a racing official for local racetracks 
on weekends. I’ve worked at Whip City 
Speedway and Thompson Speedway, and I 
still work at Stafford Motor Speedway.” 

Mayor William Sapelli said Clini will be 
“sorely missed” at the library. 

“Judy is the consummate professional. 
She understands that leadership is more 
than just knowing your profession, that it 
also means having the ability to communi¬ 
cate and build relationships. We will miss 
her dearly.” 


In 2002, shortly after she was 
named acting library director, 
Judy Clini helped then-May- 
or Richard Cohen and Gary 
Shannon, left, then president 
of the Agawam Center Library 
Association, cut the ribbon on 
the $5 million expansion of the 
library. SUBMITTED PHOTO 



OBITUARY 

Bernard LeDuc, 92; Navy vet 
loved horses, garden, sailing 

Bernard A. LeDuc Sr., 92, of Agawam, beloved hus¬ 
band of Lorraine (Kirouac) LeDuc, passed away peace¬ 
fully on Sunday, Dec. 16, at Baystate Medical Center. 

Born in Northampton on Dec. 8, 1926, he was the 
son of the late Alphonse and Anna 
(Levitre) LeDuc and grew up in 
Northampton before moving to 
Agawam 62 years ago. He proudly 
served his country in the U.S. Navy 
during World War II and the Kore¬ 
an War, and retired from the Navy 
after 22 faithful years of service. 

Bernard went to work for Adams 
& Ruxton Construction Co. in West 
Springfield for over 30 years and 
was a member of IUOE Local 98. 

He was an avid war historian, 
focusing on World War II and Ko¬ 
rea. In his spare time, he enjoyed horses and gardening 
and spending time with his friends and grandchildren. 
A proud sailor, devoted husband, loving father, grand¬ 
father, great-grandfather, and brother, he will be missed 
by so many family and friends. 

Besides his wife Lorraine, he leaves three children, 
Laurel A. LeDuc of Holden, Bernard A. LeDuc Jr. and 
his wife Brenda of Southwick, and Robyn L. Riccio of 
Agawam; seven grandchildren; five great-grandchil¬ 
dren, with one on the way; his sister Margaret Brida 
of Northampton; and several nieces and nephews. Be¬ 
sides his parents, he was predeceased by five siblings, 
Paul LeDuc, Rita Allis, Doris Mulcare, Rose Musiak and 
Francis LeDuc. 

His family will receive friends 10-11 a.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 22, at the Agawam Funeral Home, 184 Main St., 
Agawam. His funeral service is at 11 a.m. at the funer¬ 
al home. Burial with military honors will follow in St. 
Mary’s Cemetery, Northampton. 



FAITH I from page 4 

including deafness and 
blinded eyes, and even 
displayed authority over 
the natural order of the 
world by walking on wa¬ 
ter and speaking peace 
to a raging storm. Jesus is 
real. He was born, lived, 
died and rose from the 
grave conquering the grip 
of death, hell and the cold, 
dark tomb. 

It sounds farfetched. 
It sounds unbelievable. 
Once again, with our lim¬ 
ited understanding of all 
things, it is unbelievable. 
It takes a leap of faith to 
read the Christmas story 
about a Jewish baby born 


two millennia ago in the 
humble town of Bethle¬ 
hem who would sacrifice 
his life three decades lat¬ 
er on a Roman cross for 
crimes he did not com¬ 
mit, paying the penalty of 
death for the sin of every 
human being. But when I 
read Matthew 1:23, it all 
makes sense and I can 
make that leap: Immanu¬ 
el, God with us! God loves 
you and died to give you 
life. 

Faith matters, because 
with it you believe the 
true Christmas story. 

The Rev. Tim Reed is ex¬ 
ecutive pastor at Bethany 
Assembly of God on Main 
Street in Agawam. 


DEATH NOTICES 

LeDuc, Bernard A. Sr. 

Died Dec. 16 
Funeral Dec. 22 
Agawam Funeral Home 

McKenzie, Carl H. 

Died Dec. 8 

Funeral Dec. 17 

St. Pierre Phaneuf Springfield 

Funeral Chapel 

Ott, Bernard F. 

Died Dec. 12 
Funeral Dec. 17 
Curran-Jones Funeral Home 
Agawam 

Ricco, Josephine L. 

Died Dec. 12 
Funeral Dec. 17 
Colonial Forastiere Funeral 
Home of Agawam 

Salotti, Orlando C. 

Died Dec. 13 
Funeral Dec. 19 
Agawam Funeral Home 


Agawam Advertiser News 

Obituary 

policy 


Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$75, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 

submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits@turley.com. 

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 





Digital Photos 

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications. 
P!m Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS 

EARLY DEADLINE 


To celebrate 

CHRISTMAS, 

the Advertising 
Deadline will be 

FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 21 


To celebrate 

MEW YEAR, 

the Advertising 
Deadline will be 

FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 28 


for the week of 
December 25 



for the week of 
January 1 


24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
www.turley.com 
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Dancers give back for holidays 


Schools & Youth 


Getting technical 

Darci Morrissette, an en¬ 
gineering support lead at 
Governors America Corp. 
in Agawam, shows John 
Newsome and his son 
Shawn, an Agawam High 
School junior, a circuit 
board manufactured by 
the company. She was one 
of several employees who 
gave tours to students 
and parents at a Dec. 13 
technical education ca¬ 
reer night. More photos 
in next week’s Agawam 
Advertiser News. PHOTO BY 
MIKE LYDICK 


CAMPUS NOTES 



Castleton University: Spencer Kozlak, of Aga¬ 
wam, was recently named to the Castleton Univer¬ 
sity wrestling roster for the 2018-19 season. 
Goodwin College: Emily Borden, of Agawam, and 
Benjamin Bobianski of Feeding Hills were named to 
the dean’s list for the summer session. Bobianski 
was also named to the president’s list for the sum¬ 
mer session. 

Husson University: Morgan Baker of Agawam is 
the recipient of a $3,000 Pine Tree College Grant 
and a $2,000 Dean’s Leadership Scholarship for 
this academic year. 

Tufts University: Nicholas Gourley of Feeding Hills 
joined more than 1,500 undergraduate students to 


begin their academic career. 

University of Massachusetts Dartmouth: Joseph 
Barber, Shaun Noonan and Sarah Stephens of Feeding 
Hills, were named to the spring semester dean’s list. 
Western New England University: Jack Cham- 
berland and David Kondratiouk, of Agawam, and 
Nicholas Butera and Bradley Montanez, of Feeding 
Hills, were inducted into Alpha Lambda Delta Nation¬ 
al Honor Society at ceremonies held recently. 

Campus Notes are compiled from school press re¬ 
leases and parent submissions. To share your student 
achievement news, ask your school’s press office to 
send an email to aan@turley.com. 


’Tis the season of giving and at the Mary 
Ann Studio of Dance that means giving 
back to the community in more ways than 
with dance performances. Recently, the 
dancers filled up their weekend with holi¬ 
day joy for others. Teen dancers from the 
studio accompanied their dance instruc¬ 
tor, April Mosher, to the Ronald McDonald 
House in Springfield, where they delivered 
two five-gallon buckets of tabs that the 



From left, Erikah Jenney and Kayla Torres of 
Westfield and Kendra Grady of Feeding Hills 
delivering tabs to the Ronald McDonald House. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


studio had been collecting. The tabs are 
turned in for cash, which is then spent on 
supplies for the residents at the Ronald Mc¬ 
Donald House. 

The following day, two young dancers 
became “living Christmas trees” as they 
assisted Santa and Mrs. Claus in handing 
out treats to the youngsters attending the 
Sneak Peek Party at the Festival of Trees at 
the MassMutual Center in Springfield. 



Alexis Doleman and Jasmine Hinkley of Agawam 
are dressed as “living trees” when they assisted 
Santa and Mrs. Claus at the Sneak Peek Party at 
the Festival of Trees. 


Agawam High School 
Principal Thomas Schnepp 
recently announced the 
first term honor roll for the 
2018-19 school year. 

Grade 12: Kalea Alvarez, Natalie 
Andrews, Nicole Bates, Mariangelie 
Beaudry, Brandon Beaulieu, Meghan 
Beaumier, Jason Beaver, Sydney 
Biza, Veronica Bobskill, Diana Borto- 
lussi, Kyle Bousquet, Juliet Burbank, 
Samantha Buteau, Jade Canney, 
Madison Carra, Nicholas Charest, 
Isolina Cipriani, Bradley Clarke, 
Madison Cofer, Lilivette Colon, Eyan 
Corridan, Raevin Crane, Anan Dan¬ 
iels, Derek Davis, Tommaso DeCa- 
ro, Taylor DeGeorge, Mia DePalma, 
Olivia DePergola, Rachel Dialessi, 
Michael DiLullo, Daniel Dobrowols- 
ki, Daniel Donahue, Joseph Dowd, 
Patrick Drake, Jared Durocher, 
Erin Dustin, Rawan Ebrahim, Sarah 
Ehresman, Alexina Ferrentino, Sar¬ 
ah Fortier, Angela Garvin, Kathryn 
Glaessner, Kasey Gobeille, Zackary 
Godbout, Alia Godek, Timothy Gou- 
dreau, Ashley Grant, Jenna Grasso, 
Meghan Haines, Stephen Hall, Kayla 
Herlihy, Amanda Hitchcock, Emma 
Holmes, Madisyn Homer, Rachel 
Houle, Alexandra Humphries, Pe- 


NOTICE 

ERRORS: Each 

advertiser is re¬ 
quested to check 
their advertise¬ 
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected inser¬ 
tion, nor will be li¬ 
able for any error 
in an advertise¬ 
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver¬ 
tisement. 


HIGH SCHOOL HONOR ROLL 


fer Jang, Jolene Jendrysik, Kayla 
Jennison, Miranda Kamukala, Irina 
Kapfyug, Samantha Kelley, Tyler 
Kelley, Amanda Kiley, Amarii King, 
Geoffrey Klafeta, Oleksandra Koby- 
lianska , Ariana Korcz, Ivan Korotich 
Jr, Adam Krafcik, Diana Kulmizev, 
Jeremy La Fleur, Caroline LaBonte, 
Samantha Landry, Joseph Langlois, 
Madelyn Lapierre, Timofei Lapsov, 
Anthony Le, Sung Hee Lee, Matthew 
Liimatainen, Isabella Liquori, Tess 
Lombardi-Williams , Joseph Mach, 
Devin Magovern, Scott Malecki, Mi¬ 
chael Manning, Marissa Mansfield, 
Kaily Mayo, Benjamin Mielnikow- 
ski, Allysha Miolla, Vanni Morello, 
Joseph Napolitan, Devin Nieves, 
Stanley Nieves, Madison O’Connell, 
Faith Olbrych, Emily Oliver, Caroline 
Ortiz, Mario Passerini, Cassidy Pat¬ 
terson, Gwendolyn Payne, Joseph 
Pellegrino, Brie’ Anna Pirro, Raisa 
Polyova, Madison Provencher, Jas¬ 
mine Pszczola, Natalie Pullen, Emily 
Randall, Lilah Randolph, Mariana 
Reid, Noah Rivera, Katelyn Roberts, 
Erica Rogers, Claudia Romeo, Jor¬ 
dan Rowe, Sean Ryan, Isaac Saenz, 
Justin Salva, Robert Schlosser, Alex¬ 
is Scott, Evan Shannon, Christina 
Shepardson, Kayla Shields, Samuel 
Silchuk, Brandon Smith, Sara Son- 


sini, Hayley Sotolotto, Shelby Sta- 
this, Michael Stepanik, Josephine 
Stewart, Sophia Strain, Andrew 
Sullivan, Justin Swistak, Moustafa 
Tahoun, Matthew Talevi, Alexandria 
Taylor, Lena Tedeschi, Alyse Theroux, 
Amanda Thomas, Joseph Thornton, 
Ashley Ugolini, Elizabeth White, Ca¬ 
leb Williams, Dominic Zampiceni, 
Gloria Zgherea. 

Grade 11: Arianna Albano, Sydney 
Anderson, David Baranov, Michael 
Beaudry, Madison Beaulieu, Conor 
Begley, Maxwell Blanton, Emily 
Bonfiglio, Gianna Boyle, Macken¬ 
zie Boyle, Nicholas Brady, Allison 
Breton, Jason Breton, Sofia Bubu- 
za, Nicholas Buonagurio, Deanna 
Burlachenko, Vincent Castro, Ja- 
mie-Lyn Cavallon, Aidan Chan, Ruby 
Chenevert, Cassidy Clarke, Shane 
Connor, Kiera Cooley, Russell Cooper 
III, Emily Cote, Riley Coughlin, Erika 
Couture, Megan Crawford, Sydney 
Dietrich, Mackenzie Douglas, Parker 
Drake, Jack Dunn, Katherine Dustin, 
Madison Elias, Hailey Emmons, 
Maxwell Felix, Anthony Ferraro, 
Jaliyah Figueroa, Matthew Flagg, 
Emily Fontaine, Jack Frogameni, 
Olivia Frogameni, Emma Gale, Pat¬ 
rick Gauthier, Sierra Gauthier, Nadia 
Ghareeb, Lindsey Ghidoni, Zao Gill, 


Katelyn Gingras, Amanda Hervieux, 
Jaylee Hiersche, Rhiannon Hodo- 
vanec, Matthew Hotaling, Kaylish 
Ingham, Heather Iserman, Mariel Iz- 
oita, Ally Jabry, Mark Jackson, Dong 
Kang, Mia Kelley, Nastasia Kirik, Cole 
Klafeta, Dorina Kodreanu, Anthony 
Krzykowski, Rukiye Kumas, Kristen 
Langevin, Nickolas Lavrenchuk, Pay- 
ton Lemke, Alexis Lindman, Matthew 
Long, Joseph Longo, Torin Lynch, 
Evan Lyne, McKenzie Lyne, Godfrey 
Macadangdang, Ryan MacDonald, 
Abbey Majka, John Manale, Mad¬ 
ison Manser, Cortney McDonnell, 
Kirsten McDonnell, Eric Melnik, 
Harrison Mendrala, Zachary Moccio, 
Connor Montagna, Cody Moquin, 
Jonathan Murray, Emelie Oberheim, 
Jailene Ortiz, Suzanne Page, Gianna 
Paone, Mansi Patel, Prem Patel, 
Mason Phillips, Samuel Polley, Ian 
Poulin, Geta Preniqi, Zachary Quick, 
Cassie Reed, Lucas Reopel, Abigail 
Rodriguez, Jonathan Rolon, Joseph 
Russo Jr, Anna Russo, Antonio Rus¬ 
so, Dzmitry Ryhal, Abigail Sanchez, 
Michael Santore, Angelina Shayda, 
Jordan Shea, Emily Smidt, Brady 
Spaulding, Caitlyn Sprague, Esther 
Stepchuk, Jihan Stone, Gabrielle 
Suffriti, Brooke Szafran, Robert 
Taylor II, Rhiannon Thibeault, Nich- 


for all PUBLIC NOTICES... 


to run the week of 
December 24-28, 2018: 

• Wed., Dec. 19 at NOON for 

The Register, Sentinel, 

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
and Chicopee Register 

• Fri., Dec. 21 at NOON for 

Agawam Advertiser News, 
Quaboag Current, Barre Gazette, 
Country Journal, Ware River News, 
The Journal Register, 

Town Reminder and 



Holyoke Sun 
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em 
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to run the week of 
January 1-4 , 2019: 

• Wed., Dec. 19 at NOON for 

The Register, Sentinel, 

The Wilbraham-Hampden Times, 
and Chicopee Register 

• Fri., Dec. 21 at NOON for 

Agawam Advertiser News, Quaboag 
Current, Barre Gazette, Country 
Journal, Ware River News, 

The Journal Register, 

Town Reminder and 
The Holyoke Sun 


olas Thomson, Ethan Timms, Ahmet 
Topcuoglu, Humberto Torres, Sydney 
Trigilio, James Typrowicz, Donovan 
Villareal, Mason Wesley, Zack Wie¬ 
ners, Amanda Woodford, Gianna 
Yacovone, Ruvim Yukhimets, Jessica 
Zhao, Eric Zheng. 

Grade 10: Abigail Agron, Mia Al¬ 
bano, Jacob Baeder, Emily Ball, 
William Balzano, Abel Barbaneagra, 
Kimberly Beaver, Demitra Benard, 
Vincent Bianco, Sofia Blanchette, 
Madison Braska, Delaney Brown, 
Kevin Bryden, Paige Budington, Ryan 
Butler, Isabella Caputo, Madeline 
Cascio, Dale Consolini, Keeley Cote, 
Serena Croteau, Gianna Curto, Emily 
Czupta, David Dagenais, Justin Davis, 
Hannah Davydov, Frank Degray, Ni¬ 
cole DePergola, Marissa Deslauriers, 
Anthony Dillard, Ava Duffy, Emily Eh¬ 
resman, Anna Fedotova, Cristina Fer¬ 
raro, Christian Fisk, Jocelyn Fonseca, 
Madeline Gallegos, Katherine Gauthi¬ 
er, Chase Gentile, Samantha Gentile, 
Benjamin Gordon, Joseph Goudreau, 
Tyler Gouvan, Hope Gravanis, Jor¬ 
dan Gurau, Lauren Gurau, Julia Hall, 
Chelcey Hammond, Julia Hampton, 
Daniel Harpin, Molly Hastings, James 
Houle, Ashley Hurley, Alexander Jodo- 
in, Margaret Johnston, Jacob Kibbe, 
Hannah Krafcik, Adam Krause, Ciara 
Lamoureux, Emily Landry, Austin 
Larrabee, Brianna Lasorsa, Brendan 
LeBlanc, Kolby Lindell, Samantha 
Lubarsky, Jaron Luke, Anthony Luna, 
Stephanie Maloni, Frank Marasi, Kev¬ 
in Matos, Malia Matthews, Sydney 
Maxey, Brenna McAnanama, Sabrina 
McBride, Timothy McHugh, Meagan 
McKiernan, Siobhan McMahon, Yeva 
Meleshko, Erin Mikuszewski, Sophia 
Moccio, Joshua Mullaney, Benjamin 
Nemchinsky, Chelsea Normand, Tia 
Nuzzolilli, Xander Pananas, Myles 
Pires, Timothy Polevoy, Antonio Ra¬ 
mos, Raymond Randall, Mackenzie 
Ritchie, Jennifer Ritter, Emma Rokicki, 
Vincenzo Romeo, Sarah Ross, Chris¬ 
tian Rua, Emma Rubacha, Sofia Ruiz, 
Damien Ryan, Angelina Salagornik, 
Olivia Salva, Sage Sarrazin, Jackson 
Schlosser, Jocelynn Schmuck, Mak- 
enzie Shean, Kiley Sheehan, Vanessa 
Shepardson, Anna Shlemanov, Colin 
Shlosser, Rachel Sills, Summer Smith, 
Talal Soffan, Annabella Spinney, 
Emily St. Pierre, Stephen Steinbock, 
Rowenn Stevens, Shawn Svoboda, 
Ryan Tetreault, Skylar Thies, Devon 
Thompson, Rilee Tourville, Athena 
Trench, Connor Twohig, Kayleah Un- 


glaub, Nathan Vining, Ella Votzakis, 
William Walsh, Abigail Waris, Joseph 
Weyant, Emmerson White, Michael 
Winer, Kaitlin Winters, Lucas Woods, 
Abby Work, Sulamita Yukhimets, Jen¬ 
nifer Yusenko, Jackson Zampiceni, 
Emma Zollo. 

Grade 9: Amara Agosto, Haleigh 
Alaimo, Jenna Alicea, James Anziano, 
Nina Baranov, Olivia Barbarini, Zarina 
Bubuza, Alison Burbank, Kailey Butler, 
Virginia Caney, Nate Capistrant-fossa, 
Lauren Carrier, Sarah Champigny, 
Anatoliy Chebanov, Camer Chrisan- 
thopoulos , Liliana Cicchetti, Jaylina 
Cone, Hannah Cote, Taylor Cotton, 
Jaden Couture, Evan Cruz, Mikayla 
Curley, Evan Danek, Allison Daven¬ 
port, Emily DeGeorge, Brooke Dem- 
ing, Mia DiLullo, Nicholas Donovan, 
Alyssa Drumm, Megan Duquette, 
Ella Eastman, Brandon Eddy, Amelia 
Ellison, Maxwell Florian, Jessica Fox, 
Virginia Futrell, Sera Gagnon, Liv- 
ia Gavelis, Diana Ghareeb, Joseph 
Giguere-Powell, Sofia Giordano, Jenel 
Gonzalez, Evalina Grechka, Jacob 
Griswold, Emily Gulla, Greta Halford, 
Marissa Hermans, Joseph Higgins, 
Abbey Hildreth, Madison Hill, Haley 
Hinshaw, Aiden Holloway, Jessica 
Huston, Samantha Izoita, Jaden Jar- 
rosak, Christopher Johnson, Autumn 
Jones, Minseo Kang, Allison Kasper- 
ek, Shane Kendall, Lillian Kennedy, 
Logan Kennedy, Ella Kinchak, Emily 
Kukharchuk, Jacob Kulas, Mark Kul¬ 
mizev, Nathan LaBonte, Clara Lau¬ 
dato, Nicholas Laviolette, Rachel Le, 
Samantha Leary, Brynn Legros, Leila 
Lendon, Aurelius Liporada, Rebecca 
Littlehale, Jack Litz, Hannah Longtin, 
Patrick MacDonald, Vincent Martin, 
Kaycie McColley, Isabella McGregor, 
Aiden McKay, Payten Melanson, Ben¬ 
jamin Melnik, Samantha Mielnikows- 
ki, Emily Miolla, Emma Miolla, Jayden 
Montagna, Matthew Nigro, Jermaine 
Norfleet Jr, Kaeli Olson, Paige O’Neil, 
Magdalena Ostas, Emily Ottomaniel- 
lo, Alexis Ouimette, Jack Patterson, 
Grace Payne, Aniello Peluso, Jaman 
Potter, Dayna Rahilly, Selma Rahman, 
Isabella Recchia, Brooke Rising, Ja¬ 
cob Sheehan, Kristina Sholopa, Nich¬ 
olas Skorupski, Gianna Smith, Mele- 
na St. Jacques, Mariam Stepchuk, 
Ainsley Stevens, Alexis Strela, Sarah 
Tayeh, Delaney Taylor, Jessica Taylor, 
Caitlyn Tierney, Domenic Vecchiarelli, 
Vincent Wallace, Dylan Wesley, Isaiah 
White, Ernest Whitehead, Mia Wood, 
Asher-Wyatt Wright, Madison Zomek. 
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Schools & Youth 




Kasey Gobeille, left, and Faith Olbrych shared window space in 
the high school cafeteria where the two seniors displayed their 
drawings and paintings at the Winter Arts Festival last week. 


Emily Thay Seng shows off a sculpture she made for an art assignment. 
To create the piece, the senior recreated an original painting by using 
items she found in the trash. 



Ashley la Seng holds “The Reader” — a dreamlike sculpture of 
a sitting figure reading, which the freshman made in sculpture 
class. She displayed it along with sculptures of her classmates. 





Tuesday, December 25th 

Christmas Day Service 

Christmas Day Service with Holy Eucharist at 9:00 AM 


Sunday, December 30th 

Lessons and Carols 

8:00 AM Service with Holy Eucharist 
10:00 AM will be a beautiful service of Lessons and Carols. 

You are all welcome to join us. 

For more information please contact St. David’s at 786-6133 


300 Main St. 
Agawam, MA01001 


(413) 789-2074 


Above, Boston’s 2018 World Series win inspired 
Samantha Gentile to create a sculpture showing 
the Red Sox logo ascending and Dodger logo sink¬ 
ing. PHOTOS BY MIKE LYDICK 

At left, in addition to artwork displayed at the an¬ 
nual Winter Arts Festival, students from the metal 
and working classes had the opportunity to exhibit 
their projects. Senior Andrew Snow explains to his 
parents, Michele and James Snow, the challenges 
he faced when he used a series of complicated 
welds to create his metal sculpture. 


At right, Chloe 
Robinson, a 
senior, poses in 
front of various 
acrylic and 
water paintings 
that she proudly 
showed off. 


Monday, December 24th 

Christmas Eve Service 

Christmas Eve Service at 5:00 PM. With Holy Eucharist and Praise Team 
(note: There will Not be a 10:00 PM service this year) 


Above, AHS 
seniors, from left, 
Samantha Landry, 
Alyse Theroux 
and Jolene Jend- 
rysik show off hot 
and cold beverage 
cups they sold as 
a fundraiser at 
the arts festival. 
The cups featured 
colorful inserts 
they designed as 
a class project. 


AHS showcases inspiring art 


By Mike Lydick 

aan@turley.com 


W hen the Boston 
Red Sox became 
the new World 
Series champions this fall, 
they inspired Samantha 
Gentile. The next day in art 
class, she began work on a 
sculpture to show how she 
felt about her team defeat¬ 
ing the Los Angeles Dodg¬ 
ers. 

Her completed project 
— displayed at the 15th an¬ 
nual AHS Winter Arts Festi¬ 
val — shows a red “B” logo 
sitting atop a blue “LA” logo 
that is slowly sinking into 
the base. 

“When the Red Sox won, 
I knew exactly what I was 
going to do for my art proj¬ 
ect,” said Gentile. 


Her sports-themed 
sculpture was among sev¬ 
eral dozen art projects dis¬ 
played at the Dec. 12 event. 
Students in National Arts 
Honors I and II, Drawing 
and Painting, Sculpture 
I, Digital Photography I, 
Studio Experience, and 
STEAM (science, technol¬ 
ogy, engineering, art and 


math) classes showed off 
their drawings, paintings, 
sculptures, ceramics, digi¬ 
tal photography, and metal 
and wood crafts. 

The evening event 
wrapped up with a holiday 
concert that shined the 
spotlight on students in the 
performing arts. Members 
of several AHS choirs took to 


the stage in the school’s audi¬ 
torium to perform 16 songs 
under the theme “The Music 
in Our Heart.” 

The festival began in 
2003 when the art and mu¬ 
sic departments took what 
had been just a holiday 
concert and turned it into 
a celebration of visual and 
performing arts. 


^!St. David’s Church 


699 Springfield Street, Feeding Hills 

4 A 4 A Sunday, December 23rd 

Service with Holy Eucharist 

A Service with Holy Eucharist at 8:00 AM 
and a Service with Holy Eucharist at T0:00 AM 
followed by ‘Greening of the Church’ 
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Schools & Youth 






Apply for Smith Fund 
fellowship, scholarship 


The Horace Smith 
Fund, now in its 120th 
year, has scholarship 
and fellowship money 
available for graduates of 
Hampden County public 
and private high schools. 
Scholarship awards of 
$12,000 are distributed 
as $3,000 annually and 
renewable each year un¬ 
til graduation. Fellowship 
awards of $15,000 are dis¬ 
tributed as $5,000 annual¬ 
ly and renewable for two 
additional years. Students 
must maintain at least a B 
average in college. 

Recipients are select¬ 
ed on a variety of crite¬ 
ria, including financial 
need, college entrance 
exam scores, class rank, 
extra-curricular activities 
and recommendations. 
Of great importance is a 
personal written account 
of why the student feels 


deserving of financial as¬ 
sistance. Fellowship ap¬ 
plicants must also submit 
their transcripts and, if 
applicable, GRE or de¬ 
gree-specific test scores. 
All recipients must be full¬ 
time students and resi¬ 
dents of Hampden County, 
which includes Agawam. 

The Horace Smith 
Fund was established in 
1899 by Horace Smith, 
co-founder of Smith and 
Wesson in Springfield. 

Completed applica¬ 
tions must be received 
either electronically or by 
mail to The Horace Smith 
Fund, 16 Union Ave., Suite 
2K, Westfield, MA 01085, 
no later than March 15. 
Applications are avail¬ 
able at local high school 
guidance offices, college 
financial aid offices, www. 
HoraceSmithFund.org or 
by calling 413-739-4222. 


The No Named Ninjas show off their medals and first-pace presentation award after finishing top 10 in the state finals of the FIRST 
Lego League at Worcester Polytechnic Institute on Saturday, Dec. 15. Top row, from left, are Dominic Manes, Ben Taylor, Erin Taylor, 
Gabe Rua, Matthew Collier and Austin LeBlanc. Bottom row, from left, are Timothy Rua, Nicholas Finley, Nicholas Fontaine and Adam 
Ward. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


leers fill bus 


The Agawam High School hockey team hosted a toy and food 
drive on Sunday, Dec. 9, at Agawam High School. All food 
collected was donated to the Parish Cupboard and the toys 
were delivered to Toys for Tots. This was the team’s first “Fill 
the Bus” event with the use of the Springfield Thunderbirds 
hockey team bus donated by Dennis King of King Ward Coach 
Lines. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Lego robot team in state’s top 10 


and Ken Ham served as a 
pen pal since August, pro¬ 
viding feedback and advice 
on the project, culminating 
in a skype call with the full 
team. The kids all said the 
experiences with the astro¬ 
naut was “really cool.” 

The robot they de¬ 
signed is called CARLOS 
MOUSTACHE 7 — Creative 
Awe-inspiring Robot Loves 
Outer Space Most Out¬ 
standing Space Team And 
Crew of Happy Engineers. 
The seven represents the 
number of seasons that the 
team has worked on a ro¬ 
bot. Each year a new name 
is chosen, but it always 
spells out the same CARLOS 
MOUSTACHE acronym. 

Competition season 
lasts from August through 
December, based on re¬ 
sults in the competitions. 
The team placed first in the 
Agawam Qualifiers on Sat¬ 
urday, Dec. 8, at Western 
New England University, 
advancing to the regionals 
at Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute on Dec. 15. One 
team out of the 80 in at¬ 
tendance moved on to the 
world championship. 

“If we don’t win then, hey, 
we still had fun along the 
way’’ Nicholas Fontaine said. 

Just because compe¬ 
titions are over doesn’t 
mean the Ninjas are done. 
Throughout the year, the 
group gets together to hang 
out, build robots for fun, go 
on adventures and field trips 
together to the We stover Air 
Show, National Night Out 
and the Harvest Festival. 
Most importantly, they’re 
all friends and always have a 
good time together. 

“We usually do some fun 
extra team stuff like after 
the season is over. We have 
pizza parties,” said Austin 
LeBlanc, who’s in fifth grade. 
“We’re an all year-round 
team. We go to events.” 

“We also have cookies 
on Saturday, called cookie 
Saturday,” Erin Taylor add¬ 
ed. “I like all my friends and 
its really fun overall.” 

Registration for next sea¬ 
son opens in late spring 2019. 
For more information or 
questions, contact Agawam 
Robotics Director Dana Hen¬ 
ry at dhenry@firstinspires. 
org or Wendy Rua at wrua@ 
agawamed.org. 


By Peter Spotts 

aan@turley.com 

After taking first place in 
the Agawam Qualifiers for 
FIRST Lego League, the No 
Named Ninjas followed up 
at the state regional finals 
on Saturday, Dec. 15, with 
a first-place award for their 
presentation and top 10 
overall finish out of 80 teams. 

The team of 10 Agawam 
kids, ranging from fourth 
to eighth grade, enjoy the 
thrill of competition and 
building the robot, but it’s 
not the most important or 
meaningful part of FLL and 
their team. 

“Most people think ro¬ 
botics is all about the ro¬ 
bots, but it’s mainly about 
what you learn about the 
topic,” seventh grader Gabe 
Rua said. “This year the top¬ 
ic was space and astronauts 
and most people would 
think robotics is about the 
robot. If you do good on the 


The No Named Ninjas work with heir high school mentors Chris¬ 
tian Rua, Brendan LeBlanc and Bobby Taylor during the qualifier 
tourney on Dec. 8. 


core values, that’s all that 
matters. They want you to 
learn more than the robot.” 

Sitting in the living room 
of coaches Mario and Wen¬ 
dy Rua — where the team 
holds its weekly meetings, 
builds and practice runs 
— the members took turns 
listing of one of each of the 
core values of FLL, which 
are fun, discovery, impact, 
innovation, inclusion and 
teamwork. 

“What they just did, ex¬ 


plaining the values of FIRST 
and recognizing that’s more 
important than winning, 
that’s what this team has 
always been about,” Wen¬ 
dy Rua said. “They’re really 
good friends. They’ve been 
together with me since kin¬ 
dergarten and we’re very 
proud of them. They work 
really hard, but they get it 
it — it’s not about the robot 
on the table. It’s about all the 
other things they discover 
behind the scenes.” 

In addition to Wendy 
and Mario, the team also 
has three mentors from 
the high school — Brendan 
LeBlanc, Bobby Taylor and 
Christian Rua. They typical¬ 
ly meet a couple hours per 
week to work on the project 
after the mission for the 
season is revealed. 

Each season, the mis¬ 
sion for the year is revealed. 
This year’s project, “Into 
Orbit,” was based around 
astronauts and what they 
need mentally and phys¬ 
ically to live and work in 
space. The robot No Name 
Ninjas developed had to 
perform a variety of tasks, 
including gathering Lego 
satellites and placing them 
on the correct locations, 
moving a Lego astronaut 
from outside space into the 
station, delivering the com¬ 
mand module and more. 

When the kids first 
learned of the mission, 
they asked their coaches 
if they could talk to a real 
astronaut. Through various 
professional and personal 
connections, the Ruas were 
able to get the kids in con¬ 
tact with three astronauts 
— Dan Barry visited the 
kids at the Ruas’ house and 
discussed various topics 
with them, Dan Burbank 
gave the kids a tour of Unit¬ 
ed Technologies Aerospace 


Sunrise Detox is a residential 
detox center in Millbury, MA 
just minutes from downtown 
Worcester. With professional 
certified addiction counselors, 
detox technicians, a pharmacy, 
and professional nursing staff 
on-site 24 hours per day, we are 
able to accept new patients at 

' -j > 

any time of day or night. 


YOUR 
FIRST 
TEP 
IS 


DETOX FROM 
- DRUGS OR ALCOHOL 
IS THE FIRST 
STEP IN RECOVERY 


To earn more ca 


sunrisedetoxmillbury.com 
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Carolers sing on the Church of Redemption steps on Maple Street in Agawam. PHOTOS BY PETER SPOTTS 


Sacred Heart celebrates holy days 


Sacred Heart Church will celebrate 
Christmas and the Solemnity of Mary 
with holy day Masses during the next two 
weekends. 

The Catholic church is at 1065 Spring- 
field St., Feeding Hills. 

Monday, Dec. 24:4 p.m. and 5:30 p.m., 
Christmas Vigil Masses; 10 p.m., solemn 


sung Christmas Mass with organ, choir, 
trumpet and piano. 

Tuesday, Dec. 25: 10 a.m., Christmas 
Day Mass. 

Monday, Dec. 31: 4 p.m., New Year’s 
Vigil Mass. 

Tuesday, Jan. 1: 10 a.m., Mass of the 
Solemnity of Mary. 


Christmas schedule set at St. David 


All are invited to St. David’s Episcopal 
Church, 699 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. 
Following is the Christmas schedule. 

Sunday, Dec. 23: Holy Eucharist, 8 
and 10 a.m. followed by “Greening of the 
Church.” 

Monday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve ser¬ 
vice with Holy Eucharist, 5 p.m. (There 


will be no 10 p.m. service this year.) 

Tuesday, Dec. 25: Christmas Day ser¬ 
vice with Holy Eucharist, 9 a.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 30: Holy Eucharist, 8 
a.m.; Lessons and Carols, 10 a.m. 

For more information, call 413-786- 
6133, email saintdavids@comcast.net or 
visit www.stdavidsagawam.org. 


vork behind the scenes 


community. 

More than 40 volunteers 
work behind the scenes 
and in the manger to put 
together the community 
event making costumes, 
hot chocolate, baking cook¬ 
ies, nursing fire pits, sing¬ 
ing carols and being actors. 
Erik Bastos came over from 
Ludlow, and Westfield State 
University senior Jason 
Phillips commuted to town 
to participate as wise men. 
Phillips isn’t even a mem¬ 
ber of the Agawam con¬ 
gregation, but participated 
because his co-workers are. 

“I said why not, you 
know? I go to a church in 
Westfield, so I like to help 
out other churches around 
the area,” Phillips said. “This 
is my first year at this event. 
I’m excited and dressed up 
in layers so I’ll stay warm.” 

Dozens of residents 
came out to witness the 
spectacle, mingle around 
the fire pits and enjoy the 
complimentary hot choco¬ 
late and cookies, baked by 
members of the church. 

“Seeing the kids, seeing 
their faces, letting them 
see the animals and just 
enjoying the hot chocolate 
and sense of community 
in the time of Christmas,” 
Sarah Depergola said while 
manning the hot chocolate 
station. “This is what it’s all 
about.” 

The event was started 
five years ago by Pastor Bill 
Pass and Peter DeBarros. 
Wanting to do something 
for the community, they 
came up with the idea for 
an annual celebration of 
the birth of Jesus that the 
community would be able 
to participate in and enjoy. 
Gayle Murray made all the 
costumes that the volun¬ 
teers wear after researching 
the wardrobe they would’ve 
worn back in that time. 

“When people see 
things, it makes an indel- 



f r , 


Madison Belmer, Sarah Depergola and Cherlyn Powers work the 
hot chocolate station. 


ible effect on their brain,” 
Murray said. “This is the 
story [of Christmas]. For a 
lot of people, it just sticks 
with them.” 

“It was fun. It’s some¬ 
thing for the community 
to come to and see the live 
Nativity,” added Tony De¬ 
pergola, who was one of 
the wise men. “If they don’t 
know about Jesus and how 
he was born to a virgin and 
came and died for our sins, 
they can learn about that.” 

Volunteers served 10- 
to 15-minute shifts, taking 
turns staying warm inside 
or joining the carolers on 
the church steps singing 
classic Christmas tunes 
from 4 to 7 p.m., spending 
the evening celebrating the 
“reason for the season” with 
their fellow church mem¬ 
bers, neighbors, communi¬ 
ty friends and out-of-town 
visitors. They look forward 
to next year, when the living 
Nativity returns again. 

“Our church is a very 
loving church,” Melissa 


Lorenzo said. “We may be 
small in number, but we 
just all feel the love of Jesus 
and the love for each other 
as well. It’s a pleasure to a 
member of this church.” 

The Church of Redemp¬ 
tion is at Maple and Bridge 
streets in North Agawam. 


Oplatek wafers available at parish 


Christmas wafers are available for a $2 
donation at Sacred Heart Parish during 
normal operating hours in the Vine and 
Branches Gift Shop and the parish office, 
both located in the Parish Center at 1061 
Springfield St., Feeding Hills. 


The Christmas wafer, known as 
oplatek, has its roots as an Eastern Euro¬ 
pean custom at Christmas. Family mem¬ 
bers and friends break off a small piece of 
the oplatek wafer and give it to one an¬ 
other along with a blessing. 


POETRY CORNER 


Christmas in New England 


Twinkling lights all around our town 
Promise the birth of our savior. 

The peaceful stillness of the cold night 

A baby born of Mary 

Does not utter a sound 

The animals are in awe of 

This precious child, who 

Smiled at the cows, goats and sheep. 

This warmed the stable. 


Sending hope and a promise on this night 
Peace and joy will come to all mankind. 
Suddenly an angel in flight. 

She blessed them all, then 
Came the first snowfall. 

Merry Christmas! 

From the Poetry Corner at 
Heritage Hall North in Agawam 


The Agawam Police Depart¬ 
ment responded to 318 calls 
tor service from Dec. 10 to 16, 
recording tour arrests in its pub¬ 
lic log. 

Tuesday, Dec. 12 

Nicholas DiStetano, 32, ot Ma¬ 
ria Drive, Westfield, was arrested 
on a default warrant for failure to 
appear in court, and was charged 


POLICE LOG 

with possession of heroin, subse¬ 
quent offense. 

Hector L. Colomba, 25, of Rifle 
Street, Springfield, was arrested 
on a default warrant for failure to 
appear in court. 

Friday, Dec. 14 

Mark Maruca, 56, of Glynn 
Farms Drive, East Longmeadow, 
was arrested and charged with 


speeding in violation of a special 
regulation, two counts of posses¬ 
sion of a Class B drug, and failure 
to drive in right lane. 

Sunday, Dec. 16 

Daniel N. Buscemi, 35, of no 
known address, was arrested and 
charged with trespassing, disor¬ 
derly conduct, resisting arrest, and 
two counts of asssult. 


90 AVOCADO STREET 
SPRINGFIELD 


413-737-1288 



Chris Pyrek and Paul Fromet keep warm around one of the fire 
pits next to the Living Nativity. 


NO ADVANCE NOTICE OR DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

USDAINSP. FRESH 

CROWN ROAST OF PORK $ 2 { 

USDA FRESH 

HOLIDAY ROAST fi04q 
BONELESS PORK LOIN 3 ib 

STUFFEDWITH HAM. CHEESE, OUVES, PEPPERS 

USDAINSP. FRESH 

PORKSHOULDER 
PICNIC. 


USDAINSP. 


FRESH BONE-IN 

BEEF RIB EYE FOR 
STANDING RIB ROAST 


USDAINSP. FRESH 


AMERICAN 

LEG OF LAMB. 5 3,“ 


CUT 

FREE 



WHOLE 
OR HALF. 


USDAINSP. FROZEN 

WHOLE TURKEYS 


M e 

Ib 


USDAINSP. 

FRESH BONELESS 

WHOLE BEEF TENDERLOIN' 


> lllllllllllllllllllllllllll ' 


USDA FRESH KAYEM TRIPLE M 

WHOLE FULLY SMOKED 
BONELESS PIT HAM.. $ 27 

USDAINSP. HATFIELD 
SKINLESS & SHANKLESS 

WHOLE SMOKED $l| . g 

SUPER TRIMMED HAM. 1 

USDAINSP FROZEN ^ 

1/2 SPIRAL HAM. 

USDAINSP. FRESH 

WHOLE FRESH HAM. 



USDA INSP. FROZEN 

TURKEY BREAST -- 
BONE-IN iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinO%f ib 


USDA INSP. IDF FROZEN 


USDA INSP. 

FRESH BONE-IN 

BEEF STRIPLOIN ROAST 

A GREAT g jaa 
ALTERNATIVE 9/199 
JO RIB ROAST ■§!£> 


PARTY CUT 

CHICKEN WINGS 4 lb bag . w« 


$ 6 


99 


8-10 LB / USDA INSP. FROZEN 


USDA INSP. FRESH 

PORK LOIN BONE-IN 
RIBEND or LOINEND ROAST] 


COOKED SHRIMP 

31/40 COUNT PEELED, lb Bil . $ 5 9 ® 


USDA INSP. FROZEN PEELED & DEVEINED 


JUMBO RAWSHRIMP 


s^VorCHOPsygeyiscofT 


2 LB BAG 


iiiiiiiiiiii 


$ 19 

nil" ^ 


99 


ea 


We Carry A Wide Variety of Frozen 
Turkeys, Turkey Breast, Ducks, Geese, 
Cornish Hens and Fresh Pork and Red 
Meat Roasts for Your Holiday Needs! 
Also a Complete Line of 
*-v'- Gourmet Cakes and Desserts 

We reserve the right to limit quantities. 


Hours 

Mon.-Wed. 8-4 
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3 

f3 90meat.com D 

SALE DATES: 
12/20/18-12/26/18 
OPEN 12/23 8AM-1PM 


90 Meat Outlet 




BUY DIRECT FOR 


SAVINGS •SELECTION •SERVICE 
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WRESTLING 


BOYS BASKETBALL 



AHS draws Falcons in 1 st home dual 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley.com 

There’s nothing like a deadlock 
to open up the dual meet season. 
Last Wednesday night, the 


Agawam and Minnechaug Re¬ 
gional High School wrestling 
teams had their first weeknight 
meet, with both teams battling to 
a 42-42 tie. 

In this meet, both teams 


picked up six pintails, and both 
had one forfeit, with the lead 
changing throughout the meet, as 
well as a lot of quick matches. 

Antonio Ramos, who made it 
to the state tournament last sea¬ 


son for the Brownies before get¬ 
ting injured and had to forfeit his 
final match, drew the first match 
at the heavyweight position. 

DUAL I page 11 


Victories 
won in 
opening 
weeks 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley.com 

Last season, the Agawam 
High School boys basketball 
team started off the season with 
a win, and then ended up on the 
outside of the playoff picture. 

The 2018-19 campaign is 
already looking better with the 
Brownies out to a great start 
with a 3-1 record. 

During the past 10 days, 
Agawam defeated Pope Francis 
and Westfield while suffering its 
first loss of the season against 
the High School of Commerce, 
which plays in the very difficult 
Valley Wheel League. 

Agawam has a much dif¬ 
ferent looking schedule this 
season, with some teams in 
the Suburban League gone, 
resulting in a smaller league 
schedule and more indepen¬ 
dent matchups. 

On Monday, Dec. 17, Aga¬ 
wam traveled out to Westfield 
High School and picked up 
a road win, 64-58. Agawam 
trailed at times early in the 
game, but had a big second 
quarter, similar to their open- 

BASKETBALL I page 11 


ICE HOCKEY 

Brownies 
struggling 
to find net 

The Agawam High School 
hockey team is out to an 0-3 start 
this season, suffering losses to 
Westfield, North Middlesex, and 
Burncoat so far this season. 

In their opening matchup, 
the Brownies were shut out 8-0 
by rival Westfield. Last Saturday 
evening, the Brownies were de¬ 
feated by Burncoat 5-1. Agawam 
has league games against Min¬ 
nechaug and Westfield coming 
up this week. 


Top left: Dean Kadonaga makes a 
recovery on the left side and heads 
up the ice during Agawam’s game 
against North Middlesex, a 6-1 loss. 

Top right: defenseman Dylan Sliech 
takes a shot on goal at the top of the 
offensive zone. 

Bottom left: Andrew Sullivan sends a 
pass toward the middle. 

Bottom right: Nathan Manser heads 
into trouble with a pair of defenders 
coming on. PHOTOS BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
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GIRLS BASKETBALL 


Stifling defense, offensive burst keyed win over E.L. 




MTuifiYlK 


CROSSWORD SOLUTION ON PAGE 12 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 

gscibelli@turley. com 

The Agawam High School girls basket¬ 
ball team picked up a split of their games 
last week and are out to a 1-2 start this sea¬ 
son. The Brownies’ first win of the season 
came last Tuesday evening on the road at 


East Longmeadow High School, 43-36. 

Agawam’s defense played well against 
the Spartans, limiting the hosts to just 10 
points in the second and third quarters. 
Agawam’s offense was able to take control 
of the game at that point and staved off a 
brief comeback attempt by the Spartans. 

Jessica DAmours led the team with 10 


points while Cassidy Patterson and Natalie 
Pullen had eight points each. 

Agawam’s offense stalled in a loss at 
Westfield High School last Friday night, as 
the Brownies fell 54-29 on the road. Pullen 
led the team, only managing five points. 


Agawam has a pair of lower-division in¬ 
dependent games coming up, facing Mon- 
son and Granby over the next week. Aga¬ 
wam will host Monson, the Division 4 state 
finalist, this Friday, Dec. 21, and then face 
Granby next Friday, Dec. 28, at 7 p.m. 


BASKETBALL I from page 10 

ing win against South Hadley, to get out in 
front to start the second half. 

Westfield was able to keep the game 
close throughout, but Agawam ultimately 
stayed on top to get the win. 

Zach Moccio had a brilliant night, tak¬ 
ing advantage of several shots at the free- 
throw line. He made nine of game-high 21 
points from the line to lead the Brown¬ 
ies. Mike Berthiaume continues to play 
very well this season. He finished with 18 
points, while Max Blanton chipped in sev¬ 
en points off the bench. Matt Hotaling had 
six points for Agawam. 

Commerce’s offense proved too much 
for the Brownies in an 81-58 loss. While 
Agawam had plenty of offense going, 
Commerce just had that much more, and 
the Brownies did not defend well enough 


against the Red Raiders, who scored at 
least 19 points in every quarter. 

Agawam finished strong, but was down 
by too much in order to make a comeback. 
Moccio also had a 21-point game in the 
defeat, while Berthaiume was next with 
14 points. Jared Durocher provided eight 
points for Agawam. 

The independent schedule for Agawam 
will continue to feature some difficult 
matchups over the next week. Agawam will 
meet Northampton, Sci-Tech, East Long- 
meadow and Longmeadow. Agawam will 
also meet Amherst in the coming weeks, a 
team that knocked them out of the tourna¬ 
ment two years ago. 

The Brownies’ league schedule does not 
begin until Jan. 15, when the Brownies face 
a much-improved Minnechaug Regional 
team, which is out to a 3-0 start. 

Agawam faces Sci-Tech during the vaca¬ 
tion week on Dec. 28 on the road at 7 p.m. 


DUAL I from page 10 


The Week Ahead 


Boys basketball 

Thursday, Dec. 20 

Home 

Northampton 7 p.m. 

Girls basketball 

Friday, Dec. 21 

Home 

Monson 7 p.m. 

Ice hockey 

Thursday, Dec. 20 

Home 

Minnechaug 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 22 

Home 

Westfield 5:20 p.m. 

Indoor track 

No meets this week. 




Swimming 

Thursday, Dec. 20 

Away 

Central 4 p.m. 

Wrestling 

Saturday, Dec. 29 

Home 

Phil Tomkiel Tournament 9 a.m. 


He scored a tackle and a 
got a pin a little more than a 
minute into the match, de¬ 
feating Cesar Mendoca. 

Following a forfeit win 
for the Falcons, Dylan Bed- 
dow, an Agawam transfer 
from Ludlow High School, 
took down Jake Motyl and 
got a pin in the second pe¬ 
riod. 

Geno Facchetti and Jake 
Ice would right the ship for 
the Falcons with pinfalls. 

Facchetti picked the leg 
of Davis Bryant and took 
him to the mat. Bryant 
stayed in the match tempo¬ 
rarily, but suffered the pin 
in the second period. 

Jaron Luke broke Min- 
nechaug’s three-match 
winning streak in the 
138-pound match as he 
defeated Ryan McConnell 
with a very quick takedown 
and pinfall, making the 
team score 24-18. 

Sean Monteiro, a pe¬ 
rennial champion for the 
Falcons, brought his team 
back into the lead with a 
pinfall in just 25 seconds. 

Trailing, Agawam 

rounded out two straight 
wins, including one at 160 
pounds by Harrison Men- 


Agawam’s Jaren Luke attempts to finish off a pinfall victory at 
138 pounds. PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


dr ala, a team captain for 
the Brownies. 

Mendrala would get 
some quick action with a 
takedown and a nearfall. 
Mendrala and Ethan Jacob¬ 
son restarted the match in 
the second period in the 
neutral position, and Men¬ 
drala scored another tackle, 
getting the pin shortly after. 

After three straight wins 
by Agawam to tie the score 
36-36, Ryan Epilite got a big 
win for the Falcons when 
he took down Evan Cruz 
with a pin with 27 seconds 
remaining in the third pe¬ 
riod. 

But Dom Ledoux, anoth¬ 
er captain for the Brownies, 


secured a tie with a take¬ 
down and pin in just 10 sec¬ 
onds. 

Agawam had three dual 
meets in an event on Dec. 
8 to start the season, while 
Minnechaug has competed 
in two individual meets on 
the weekends. 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Pairs 

5. Try to gain favor 

10. Bloodsucking 
African fly 

12. Preserve a dead 
body 

14. Philly delicacy 

16. Early multimedia 

18. Agency 

19. Teenagers’ test 

20. Net 

22. Computer 
memory 

23. Drove fast 

25. Expression of 
annoyance 

26. Google 
certification 

27. A way to caress 

28. Charles S. 

Dutton sitcom 

30. OJ’s judge 

31. Pack up 

33. Croc hunter 


35. Extract 

37. Leg parts 

38. Herbal tea 

40. Humans have 10 

41. Autonomic 
nervous system 

42. Swiss river 

44. Paddle 

45. Taxi 

48. Something to 
break 

50. Hoarse 

52. Flow’s partner 

53. Famed English 
cricketer 

55. Parts per 
thousand (abbr.) 

56. Peacock 
network 

57. Sports highlight 
show 

58. Great generosity 

63. Barbary sheep 

65. Agave 

66. Crab (German) 


67. Egyptian god 
of life 

CLUES DOWN 

1. Speedy ballplayer 
Gordon 

2. Utah athlete 

3. Former CIA 

4. Teeter totter 

5. Sporting dog 

6. Woman (French) 

7. Greek sophist 

8. Gathered leaves 

9. Milliliter 

10. African nation 

11. In a brazen way 
13. Aquatic mammal 
15. Pouch 

17. Denies 

18. Germany 
21. Brightness 

23. Cool! 

24. Department of 
Defense 

27. Indian city 


29. “Our Betters” 
director 

32. Ice cream brand 

34. Midway between 
north and 
northeast 

35. Postage are one 
type 

36. Balearic island 

39. Body part 

40. Scotland’s 
longest river 

43. Where rafters go 

44. Type of Kia 

46. Where monks live 

47. UK TV station 
49. A way to raise an 

objection 

51. Sunscreen rating 
54. Unfriendly 

59. Catch 

60. Panthers’ QB 

61. Self 

62. Type of sister 
64. Alright 


AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 


'A&qtojD 

-V\A^ 


443 Springfield St. ■ Agawam 

Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5PM 

413 - 789-2181 

www.vfauto.com 


rC; 

ft | o A' 

411 -JH? . M. 


AyTdgP fivE 


WARRANTY 

3 Years/36,000 Mile 

From a basic oil change to complete car 
repair services, our professional staff can 
handle all of your needs! 

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR EXPERTS 
WE FIX EVERYTHING! 




SERVICE. 


We can handle all of 
your motorcycle’s 
maintenance & tire 
needs, including MA 
State Inspections 

*lnspections coming soon 


FREE Wi-Fi - Shuttle Service ■ Financing Available ■ Rental Cars Available 'State of the art equipment 




SALESJ 


Preowned vehicles you can 
trust! Financing available. 

Walue & [Friendly 

service is in our name! 
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Public Notices 


Out & About 


AGAWAM 

PLANNING BOARD 

The Agawam Planning 
Board will hold a pub¬ 
lic hearing on Thursday, 
January 3, 2019 at 6:00 
PM at the Agawam Public 
Library, 750 Cooper Street, 
Agawam, MA. The pur¬ 
pose of this hearing will be 
to hear the petition of the 
Agawam Planning Board 
on a proposed amendment 
to the Agawam Subdivision 
Rules and Regulations 
entitled “Hiring Outside 
Consultants”. 

Per order of: 

Mark Paleologopoulos, 
Chairman 
AGAWAM PLANNING 
BOARD 

12/20, 12/27/18 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD15P0984PO 
In the matter of: 

Losito Family Trust 
TRUST CITATION 
To all interested persons: 
A Petition has been 
filed by: Joseph Losito, Jr. 
of Agawam MA requesting 
that the Court order the dis¬ 
tribution of the remaining 
Estate and Trust funds, less 
expenses , in equal shares to 
Joseph Losito, Jeffrey Losito, 
and Charles Losito with any 
share that would have been 
allocated to David Losito 
and Joanne Losito counting 
as a partial payment on the 
Judgment of Contempt all as 
more fully set forth in said 
petition. 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear¬ 
ance and objection at this 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on 
01/14/2019. 

This is NOT a hear¬ 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ¬ 
ten appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro¬ 
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: December 11, 2018 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

12/20/18 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis¬ 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 

Thank you. 


50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD18P2410EA 
Estate of: 

Brian Bernard Cummings 
Date of Death: 
11/03/2016 

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 
Lynn A Cummings of 
Feeding Hills MA. 

Lynn A Cummings of 
Feeding Hills MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being admin¬ 
istered under informal pro¬ 
cedure by the Personal Rep¬ 
resentative under the Mass¬ 
achusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are enti¬ 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration from the 
Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu¬ 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict¬ 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

12/20/18 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD08P1167EP1 
Estate of: 

Joseph P. Losito 
Date of Death: 08/01/2007 
CITATION ON GENERAL 
PROBATE PETITION 
To all interested persons: 
A Petition has been 
filed by: Joseph P. Losito 
of Agawam MA requesting 
Order for distribution of the 
remaining Estate and Trust 
funds, less expenses in equal 
shares to Joseph Losito, 
Jeffrey Losito and Charles 
Losito with any share that 
would have been allocated 
to David Losito and Joanne 
Losito counting as a partial 
payment on the Judgment of 
Contempt, all as more fully 
set forth in said petition;. 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear¬ 
ance and objection at this 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on 
01/14/2019. 

This is NOT a hear¬ 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ¬ 
ten appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro¬ 
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: December 11, 2018 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 

12/20/18 


Agawam Senior Center 


OUR CALENDAR SECTION is intended to pro¬ 
mote tree events, or those that directly affect 
a volunteer-driven organization. Paid events 
that are not deemed benefits do not quality. 
Non-charitable events that charge the public tor 
profit are not allowed as we consider that paid 
advertising. The deadline to submit calendar 
items is Monday at noon. Send to the Agawam 
Advertiser News at aan@turley.com, fax to 413- 
786-8457, or mail to Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069. We usually print 
at least one week prior to an event. The listings 
should be brief with only time, date, location, ac¬ 
tivity explanation, and contact information. 

Sunday, Dec. 23 

WINTER CELEBRATION on the Veterans Green 
at Main and School streets, Agawam, 4-8 p.m. 
Music performances, food and children’s activi¬ 
ties throughout the evening, plus the town’s tree 
lighting ceremony and photos with Santa Claus. 
For more information, call Vakny Chonmany at 
413-657-8237. 

Wednesday, Jan. 9 

THE ELM-BELCHER MASONIC LODGE, 53 River 
St., Agawam, offers an all-you-can-eat spaghet¬ 
ti supper at a cost of $8 for adults, $4 for chil¬ 
dren. The public is welcome. 

Sunday, Jan. 13 

THE WEST SPRINGFIELD COIN CLUB will meet 
at 7 p.m. at Mittineague Congregational Church, 
1840 Westfield St., West Springfield. A special 
coin topic will be presented and discussed. Re¬ 
freshments available. Guests welcome. For more 
information, call Peter Setian at 413-596-9871. 

ONGOING 

AGAWAM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, 459 
Mill St., Agawam, offers a free “Crochet Club” 
the first and third Tuesday of each month from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. All are invited to join, including 


Lunch Menu 

Monday, Dec. 24: Meals on Wheels only. 
Cheese omelet, hash brown, sausage, orange 
juice, cranberry orange bread, cantaloupe. 
Tuesday, Dec. 25: Senior Center closed. 
Wednesday, Dec. 26: Chicken parmigiana, 
pasta with sauce, green beans, applesauce. 
Thursday, Dec. 27: Meatloaf with gravy, 
mashed potatoes, glazed carrots, pears. 
Friday, Dec. 28: Tortellini vegetable soup, 
grilled chicken Caesar salad, baked good. 

Calendar of Events 

Monday, Dec. 24: Senior Center closed. 


men and women and beginners to experienced 
crocheters. Drop-ins welcome. Hooks and yarn 
available if needed. For more information, call 
413-786-7991. 

THE AGAWAM ST. PATRICK COMMITTEE meets 
the second Wednesday of each month, Septem¬ 
ber through June, at 6:30 p.m. in the Peirce Con¬ 
ference Room at the Agawam Public Library, 750 
Cooper St. For information on how to join, call 
Vera Conway at 413-786-3247 or email Rose¬ 
mary Sandlin at rosemarysandlin@gmail.com. 

ADULT DROP-IN SIT & KNIT meets at the Agawam 
Public Library at 750 Cooper St. Tuesdays from 
1-3 p.m. Bring your sticks and join other knitters 
for creative time. No registration is required. 

GRANDPARENT’S PLAYGROUP Wednesdays, 
9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m., at St. David’s Church, 
699 Springfield St., Feeding Hills. This free in¬ 
fant and toddler playgroup features music and 
movement, fostering children’s interactions and 
sharing skills. Open to all grandparents and their 


Tuesday, Dec. 25: Merry Christmas. Senior 
Center closed. 

Wednesday, Dec. 26: 8:15 a.m., Gentle 
Yoga; 8:30 a.m., weight training; 9:45 a.m., 
Gentle Yoga; 12:30 p.m., bridge; 1 p.m., 
Scrabble; 5:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 27: 10 a.m., Senior Stretch 
and Tone (new class); 12:15 p.m., Bridge; 
12:30 p.m., Mexican Train Dominoes; 1 
p.m., pitch, open art; 1:30 p.m., writing 
group; 6:30 p.m., pitch. 

Friday, Dec. 28: 9:15 a.m., Let’s Paint; 
noon, canasta; 1 p.m., pitch, cribbage; 4 
p.m., card games. 


grandchildren. Follows school schedule. 

MOM 2 MOM takes place the second Tuesday of 
every month October through June, 9:30 to 11 
a.m. at Agawam Congregational Church, 745 
Main St. A round-table discussion hosted by a 
local “veteran” mom, this is a great way to have 
further conversation on recent cafe themes and 
parent education events, celebrate parenting 
and receive encouragement for the trials. 

THE WESTFIELD WOMAN’S CLUB’S clubhouse 
is available for rentals for wedding receptions, 
bridal showers, baby showers, graduation cel¬ 
ebrations, and birthday and anniversary parties 
by the hour or the day. For more information, call 
Lilian at 413-568-2916. 

A BREAST CANCER AND MASTECTOMY SUP¬ 
PORT GROUP meets the fourth Tuesday of each 
month from 6 to 7:15 p.m. at 2 South Bridge 
Drive, Suite IB, Agawam. Registration is re¬ 
quired by calling 413-789-0200 or online at 
www.survivorjourneys.org. 


BEAUDETTE I from page 1 

thing. When she first got home, she 
couldn’t even move her tongue when 
she came home.” 

With a supportive team of fam¬ 
ily members, doctors and physical 
therapists, she’s making steady prog¬ 
ress. She spends five to seven hours a 
week working with physical therapist 
Tom Bianco in Wilbraham, Amy Pace 
at Health South, and Amped Rehab. 
Over the past six months she’s taken 
great strides, being able to stand un¬ 
aided for longer periods of time and 
being able to go on trips and visit 
places in the car with her family and 
friends. Her progress has gotten her 
the nickname “Amazing Aimee,” for 
how far she has come and where she 
is going. 

“She couldn’t even go to the hos¬ 
pital, trips had to be by ambulance,” 
Shean said. “Even when she goes to 
the dentist every six months, they’re 
like wow, Aimee you look so great.’ 
If you haven’t been around her and 
then you see the big difference, it’s 
humongous.” 

A lifelong passion of Beaudette’s 
has always been decorating her 
room with decorative Rudolph col¬ 
lectible ornaments, from her favorite 
Christmas movie, and other Christ¬ 
mas decorations around her room. 
She no longer has to have others 
decorate for her. Now she can stand 



Aimee Beaudette stands unassisted in 
front of the fireplace, something she gets 
better at every day as she recovers from 
acute disseminated encephalomyelitis. 

PHOTO BY PETER SP0TTS 

and help put everything in each per¬ 
fect place that her artistic eye has in 
mind. 


“She got her walker and was 
standing there putting things up,” 
Janet said. “When she gets tired, she 
would sit back down and tell Carmen 
where she wants things. That was the 
whole fun of it.” 

The other core component of her 
room’s decor is the word “believe.” 
Believe has been Aimee’s mantra 
from the start. Her golden retriever 
is also named Believe, a constant re¬ 
minder that she has to believe that 
she’s going to be all right and things 
are going to work out. 

“You don’t stop believing. You’ve 
got to believe that you’re going to get 
better. My friend said, you’ve got to 
believe she’s going to get better,’” Jan¬ 
et said. “It’s funny because now when 
everybody sees [the word] believe 
they think of Aimee. If it’s someone 
that she has met or a nurse or any¬ 
body she’s met ... it’s just automatic 
when you see the word ‘believe,’ be¬ 
cause it’s so prevalent in our house. 
We had to believe she was going to 
be all right when she was so sick be¬ 
cause every morning, I never knew 
what she was going to wake up like.” 

Supported by her parents Janet 
and Gary Shean, her brother Nicho¬ 
las, sister Michelle, her cousins and 
her furry companions Believe and 
Chloe, her lap dog, and all her friends 
and supporters, Amazing Aimee con¬ 
tinues to make progress every day 
and gets closer and closer to being 
able to take a walk down the street. 


How to submit 
legal notices 

All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices^ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub¬ 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 
413-283-8393, ext. 216. 

Turley Publications Inc. publishes 15 weekly news¬ 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 
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Classifieds 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


3 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


FOR SALE 

■ 

FOR SALE 

■ 

FOR SALE 

■ 

FOR SALE 

■ 

SERVICES 

■ 

SERVICES 


2 ACCORDIANS W/CASES $100 
each Polliua 120 base, Crucanelli, 
blue. Made in Italy. 4 Polka albums- 
Lazarz, Henry, Solek, Marisha Dapa, 
etic. $50 413-734-4331 


2 MATCHING SOFAS in excellent 
condition. One has a hide-a-bed. Ask¬ 
ing $250 one or $450 for both. 413- 
530-9264 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 

- Restored with new woven seats - 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 

(413)289-6670 


MEDIUM OAK ENTERTAIN¬ 
MENT Center. Shelved cabinet one 
side, TV other side. Asking $250. USA 
Made. If interested call 413-505- 
8791 voicemail. 


RETIREE PAYS CASH 

for stamp collections, 
large or small. 

Will evaluate or buy. 
Questions?? 

Do you need postage? $400 for $320. 

Ron (413)896-3324 


CHRISTMAS 

TREES 

CUT-YOUR-OWN and fresh-cut 
trees, firs & pines, 4-10’. Pages’ Tree 
Farm (Green Diamond Systems) 125 
Blue Meadow Road, Belchertown (off 
Ware Rd., Rt.9, opposite DPW). Sat. 
8:30-4:30, Sun. 12 noon-4:30. Free 
coffee, hot chocolate and cider, prizes 
for kids. (413) 323-4401 or (413) 
218-2932 


FIREWOOD 

1 YR. SEASONED HARDWOOD 

is still available. Quality & volume 
guaranteed. Call S & K Lawn Care 

800-607-5296 or 413-267-3100. 


FIREWOOD 

2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 

Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 


!!!!ALL SEASONED FIRE¬ 
WOOD!!!! Over a cord guaranteed. 
Cut, Split, Prompt delivery. Call D & D 
Cordwood (413)348-4326. 


ALL SEASONED HARDWOOD 2 

yrs. Cut, Split, Del. Westview Farms 
Creamery, LLC, Monson 413-245- 
1055, 413-237-0981. 


FIREWOOD 

Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $210.00 
All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to¬ 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga¬ 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


COMCAST HI-SPEED INTER¬ 
NET $39.99/mo. (for 12 mos.) No term 
agreement. Fast Downloads! PLUS 
Ask About our Triple Play (TV- Voice- 
Internet) for $89.99/mo. (lock in 2 yrs.!) 
CALL 1-844-835-5117 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM¬ 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate¬ 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 

1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE INFOR¬ 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con¬ 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE¬ 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro¬ 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY¬ 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv¬ 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-800-732-0442 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser¬ 
vice or business to 1.7 million house¬ 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds@turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


SAFE STEP WALK-IN TUB #1 

Selling Walk-in tub in No. America. 
BBB Accredited. Arthritis Foundation 
Commendation. Therapeutic Jets. 
MicroSoothe Air Therapy System. 
Less that 4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. 
Anti-Slip Floors. American Made. Call 
855-400-0439 for up to $1500 Off. 


SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY TV, 

Internet & Voice for $29.99/ea. 60 MB 
per second speed. No contract or com¬ 
mitment. We buy your existing contract 
up to $500.! 1-844-592-9018 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 

STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-286-0854 


WANTED 


WILLYS JEEP FOR restore CJ5 
CJ2A CJ3B pickup van. Bultaco motor¬ 
cycle parts restore. British motorcycle 
parts Triumph BSA Norton parts bikes. 

413-626-8666 


WANTED TO BUY 

MILITARY ITEMS, COLLEC¬ 
TIONS. Non dealer. Best prices. Civil 
War- Vietnam, medals, patches, weap¬ 
ons, documents. U.S., German, For¬ 
eign. I’ll come to you. 413-262-8206. 


WANTED- COSTUME JEWELRY, 

gold and silver, furs. Please call for 
more information or text (413)512- 
3714 


SERVICES 



*******A & b HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap¬ 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 



CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 

Lowest Rates, 

accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services 
10% disc, with this ad. 

All Major CC’s 

CALL NOW (413)531-1936 

acallwehaul @ gmail .com 


57 YR OLD RETIRED ICU and 

homecare nurse looking to pro¬ 
vide PCA services. Private pay only. 
Belchertown areas. Call Cheryl 413- 
213-0607. 


ACE CHIMNEY SWEEPS Clean¬ 
ings, inspections, repairs, caps, liners, 
waterproofing, rebuilds. Local, family 
owned. Since 1986. HIC #118355. Fully 
insured (413)547-8500 


ADAM QUENNEVILLE ROOF¬ 
ING, SIDING, WINDOWS- Shin¬ 
gle, Flat and Metal Roofs, Slate Roof 
Repairs, Roof and Siding Shampoo 
Service, Gutter Covers, porches. Life¬ 
time Vinyl Siding, Windows, Skylights 
& Sun Tunnels. Call (413)536-5955 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 

Established 1976. New re-roofs and re¬ 
pairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. Li¬ 
censed/ insured. Call (413)967-6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag¬ 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re¬ 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 
Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe¬ 
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN - FRIDAY AT NOON 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

on Base Price 

$26.00 

21 Base Price 

$26.50 

22 Base Price 

$27.00 

23 Base Price 

$27.50 

24 Base Price 

$28.00 

25 Base Price 

$28.50 

26 Base Price 

$29.00 

27 Base Price 

$29.50 

28 Base Price 

$30.00 

2Q Base Price 

$30.50 

30 Base Price 

$31.00 

31 Base Price 

$31.50 

32 Base Price 

$32.00 

33 Base Price 

$32.50 

34 Base Price 

$33.00 

35 Base Price 

$33.50 

3fi Base Price 

$34.00 

37 Base Price 

$34.50 

38 Base Price 

$35.00 

39 Base Price 

$35.50 

An Base Price 

$36.00 


Name:. 


Address: 
Town:_ 


Phone: _ 


State:, 


-Zip:_ 


Number of Weeks:_ 

Credit Card: □ MasterCard QVISA □ Discover □ Cash 

Card #:_Exp. Date _ 

Amount of charge:_ 


X per week rate = $_ 


□ Check# _ 
_CVV 


Date: 


HILLTOWNS - MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 



Hilltowns 

Circulation: 9,800 

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50$ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 


Suburban 

Residential 

Circulation: 

59,000 



First ZONE base price_ 

Add a second ZONE $ 10.00 

Add a third ZONE $ 5.00 

Subtotal_ 

x Number of Weeks_ 

TOTAL Enclosed_ 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


SN0I//BL0I//E/? & LAWNMOWER 

TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 

Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 

Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


DL & G JUNK REMOVAL Clean¬ 
ing out everything from basements, 
garages, barns and sheds. We can do 
all the work and have many options 
available. Offering a senior/veteran 
discount. Call 413-478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas¬ 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 

(413)563-0487 


HANDYMAN SERVICES Belcher¬ 
town areas only. Call 413-323-7669 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lie #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


SUNRISE HOME REPAIRS Fall 
Clean-ups, gutter cleaning, carpen¬ 
try, painting, property maintenance, 
after storm/tree cleanups. Small jobs 
welcome. Free estimates. (413)883- 
9033. 



WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR¬ 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur¬ 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 

DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 

COLEMAN APPLIANCE SER¬ 
VICE Servicing all makes and mod¬ 
els of washers, dryers, refrigerators, 
stoves, dishwashers, air conditioners. 
Also dryer vent cleaning. (413)536- 
0034 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li¬ 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

COMPUTERS SHOULDN’T BE 

frustrating or frightening. I’ll come to 
you. Upgrades, troubleshooting, set¬ 
up, tutoring. Other electronics too. Call 
Monique (413)237-1035 


ELECTRICIAN 

BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 

service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti¬ 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lie. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


Buying? 

Selling? 



Our 

Classifieds 

Get 

Results! 
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Classifieds 


14 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 




Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


SERVICES 

1 

SERVICES 

1 

SERVICES 

■ 

SERVICES 

1 

AUTO 

■ 

HELP WANTED 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

MENARD GARAGE DOORS Au¬ 
thorized Raynor dealer specializing in 
the best quality and selection of insu¬ 
lated garage doors. Sales, Installation, 
service and repairs of residential and 
commercial garage doors and open¬ 
ers. Fully insured. Free estimates. Call 
(413)289-6550, (413)626-1978 
or www.menardgaragedoors.com 


HEATING & 
AIR COND. 

NO HEAT ? Call us. Oil, installs, tune 
ups. Free est. Bobby 413-222-2904. 


HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 

Call for all your needs. Windows, sid¬ 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in¬ 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lie. #97110, HIC Lie #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 

Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc¬ 
es. Lie #086220. Please call Kevin 

(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 

for all your exterior home improvement 
needs. ROOFING, SIDING, WIN¬ 
DOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUTTERS. 
Extensive references available, Fully 
Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. Call 
GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569-3733 


HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 

TRUCK DRIVERS IN VERY 
HIGH DEMAND 

Driver Need projected to triple! 

A & B CDL CLASSES + BUS 
(413)592-1500 

UNITED TRACTOR TRAILER 
SCHOOL 
Unitedcdl.com 


LANDSCAPING 

A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
413-636-5957 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 


MASONRY 

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch¬ 
way doors, basement windows, chim¬ 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys¬ 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lie #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES 

Interior painting and staining. Wall¬ 
paper and popcorn ceiling removal, 
sheetrock and plaster repairs. Quality 
products and workmanship. 413-896- 
8264 


PLUMBING 

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lie #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace¬ 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC.#J27222 

“New Season” 
“New Projects” 

Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 

(413)668-5299 


CLASSIFIEDS 

EARLY DEADLINE 


To celebrate 

CHRISTMAS, 

the Advertising 
Deadline will be 


To celebrate 

NEW YEAR, 

the Advertising 
Deadline will be 


WED., DEC. 19 



for the week of 
December 25 


Turley ^ 

Publications, Inc. 


WED., DEC. 26 

for the week of 
January 1 

24 Water Street • 

Palmer, MA 01069 
www.turley.com 



ROOFING 

FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 

types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


SKY-TECH ROOFING, INC. 40 

years experience. Commercial, resi¬ 
dential. Insured. Shingles, single-ply 
systems. Tar/ gravel, slate repairs. 24 
hour Emergency Repairs. (413)348- 
9568, (413)204-4841. (413)536- 
3279 


SNOWPLOWING 

24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING Ser¬ 
vice, Monson, Palmer, Wilbraham, 
Ludlow. Call or text now. Limited space 
available. 413-519-5439 


ACCEPTING NEW ACCOUNTS 

for snow plowing driveways from 
Belchertown Center to South Hadley 
Center. Average driveway $40. Billed 
monthly. Leslie 413-323-7911. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 

Snow plowing, shoveling, snowblow¬ 
ing. Granby, Belchertown, South Had¬ 
ley area. Salt and Sand available. Call 

Dan(413)682-4943 


TREE WORK 

ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every¬ 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


H & H TREE SERVICE Fully in¬ 
sured. 15 yrs experience climbing. 
Call Dave for additional services. 413- 
668-6560 day or night. 


STUMP 

GRINDING 

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind¬ 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi¬ 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





CALL OR TEXT 
413-219-6^39 


Free junk car removal I We pay CASH 
$$$ We tow FREE! We buy AS IS’.’ 
CALL OR TEXT FOR FREE QUOTE 
24X7 413-219-6839 


PETS 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 

MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 

GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 

WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 

ORG 


HORSES 

HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 

offered year round at our state of the 
art facility, beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo¬ 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


HELP WANTED 


FOSTER CARE. 

You can help change 
someone’s life. 

Provide a safe home for children 
and teens who have been abused 
or neglected. Classes in late 
September. Call Devereux 
Therapeutic Foster Care 
413-734-2493 


HAMPDEN PARKS AND RECRE¬ 
ATION CLERK Mon-Thurs 8am-2pm 
+2 evenings/month. Clerical duties, 
Answering phones, Sports registra¬ 
tions. Contact Terry Ford (413)566- 
2181 x 108 or (413)563-9136 
Send resume/LOl to Parks@Hamp- 
den.org 


OPENINGS IN BELCHERTOWN 
AREA for CNAs/ PCAs, Day & eve¬ 
ning hours. Handz-On, 413-203- 
6235 or send resume to lisandra@ 
handzon.org. 


SHARED LIVING- SEEKING fam¬ 
ilies to share their home with individu¬ 
als with developmental disabilities. Call 
413-734-2493 for more information. 


THE HAMPDEN-WILBRAHAM 
REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

is currently seeking applicants for 
Substitute Teachers (Job #2728212) 
and Substitute Paraprofessionals (Job 
#2728209) on www.schoolspring.com 
or download an application on www. 
hwrsd.org website under Employment 
Opportunities and mail to John Der- 
osia, HWRSD, 621 Main St, Wilbra¬ 
ham MA 01095. HWRSD is an EEO 
employer. 


REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 



EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know¬ 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 

RENTALS 

WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@aol.com 
tor more information. 


FOR RENT 


CEl 

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 



$12.50 

EachJ 


Digital Photos 

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/photo-request 



• Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 

• Real Estate: For Sale, 

For Rent & Vacation Rentals 

• Help Wanted: Part Time & 

Full Time Career Opportunities 

Call toll free to place your classified ad: 

800 - 824-6548 


n j best 

Classifieds’ 4 - 

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 

Reaching readers in 50 local 
communities every week. 
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YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED 
RELIABLE 
DEPENDABLE 


HOME 

PROs 


1 CONSTRUCTION 

2 FUEL/HEATING OIL 

3 IRRIGATION 

D. Godbout Qusiom.Homes 

Family Owned & Operated & AOPIIIOIIS 

Finished Basements, Garages & 
Complete General Contracting 

Give Denny a Call Today 

413-786-8866 / 413-530-9340 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates License #066310 Reg.#i27007 

(800) 529-5088 
www.baystatefueloil.com 

• Heating Oil Delivery • Heating Service 
• Air Conditioning Service • Fuel Payment Plans 
• New Customer Specials • And More! 

ftAWNSPRINKIERlfgTn Of* 

SYSTEMS U ■ ■ U WP ■ 

Lawns • Gardens • Perennial Beds 

413-569-2033 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates 

4 FLOOR COVERING 

5 LANDSCAPING 

6 TRASH REMOVAL 

Quality Flooring & Professional Install 



Dcg'fiHtfiFrf f mrero 

MARTINS 

floor covering Inc. 

\ \ V *• 

4* : 

ALL SIZE TEMPORARY CONTAINERS 

BULK PICK-UP OR COMPLETE CLEAN-OUT 
RESIDENTIAL CURB-SIDE 

28 Moylan Lane, Agawam, MA 01001 

Phone 413-786-2449 * Fax 413-789-3738 
www.newasteinc.com 

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIAL 

501 Southampton Rd Westfield, MA 01085 

413-568-4460 1-800-498-4460 

www.martinsfloorcovering.com 

Commercial Parking Lot and Walkway 

Snow Removal Services 

Salting/Sanding • Snow Stacking and Hauling 
FULLY INSURED 

Call Today 413-821-9498 


WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

PUBLIC NOTICES 

ARE NOW ONLINE 

1 Email all Access archives and Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 

notices to digital tear sheets by public notice web site to search all notices in 

notices@turley.com newspaper title. Massachusetts newspapers. 

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 
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At right, Brian and 
Gina Willette look 
on as Paul Bara- 
bani, president of 
the Friends of the 
Agawam Veterans 
Cemetery, speaks 
to the crowd gath¬ 
ered for Wreaths 
Across America. 

Far right, Aga¬ 
wam High School 
football coach John 
Benjamin solemnly 
thanks a veteran 
after laying a 
wreath at his grave 
on Dec. 15. PHOTOS 
BY MICHAEL BALLWAY 





AHS cheerleaders Alyssa Drumm and Cassie Reed look on as 
teammate Ashley DeNardo places a wreath at a veteran’s grave. 


Hundreds of volunteers gathered for the Wreaths Across America kickoff cere¬ 
mony on Saturday morning at the Massachusetts Veterans Memorial Cemetery. 



In addition 
to placing 
a wreath at 
the grave 
of a soldier 
he did not 
know, Gil 
Fortunato 
of Agawam 
also paid 
respects at 
the grave of 
his father- 
in-law, Paul 
Lagasse Sr. 


Crowd of volunteers lays 
wreaths at vets cemetery 


By Michael Ballway 

mballway@turley. com 

The gray headstones 
at the normally tranquil 
Massachusetts Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery were 
engulfed in a sea of red rib¬ 
bon, evergreen boughs and 
driven volunteers on Satur¬ 
day morning. 

A record turnout for 
Wreaths Across America 
at the cemetery, on Main 
Street in Agawam, meant 
that it took less than two 
hours to lay a wreath at 
every Christian headstone. 
More importantly, said 
Brian Willette, state com¬ 
mander of the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart, 
the extra volunteers meant 
more people taking time 
out of a Christmas season 
weekend to pay respect to 
veterans and think about 
their sacrifices. 

“The price of freedom is 
visible here,” Willette said. 
“Not only here but at ceme¬ 
teries across the nation.” 

Participants included 
scout troops from several 
towns, veterans organiza¬ 
tions, and several athletics 
teams from Agawam High 
School, including the ice 
hockey team, cheerleaders, 
and a dozen football play¬ 
ers led by their coaching 
staff. 

In a talk before the 
wreaths were distributed, 
Brian Willette asked vol¬ 
unteers to take a moment, 
while laying their wreath, 
to salute the deceased vet¬ 
eran’s sacrifice and thank 
him or her by name. He 
said volunteers should also 
thank the veterans spouse, 
if buried alongside, in rec¬ 
ognition of the hardship 
that military life imposes 
on families. 

Though they may not go 
into battle themselves, “the 
families are with us every 
step of the way,” he said. 


He said he is encouraged 
by the number of parents 
and youth organization 
leaders who had brought 
young people to participate 
in the wreath-laying. 

The point of the ob¬ 
servance, he said, is “to 
remember, to honor, to 
teach.” 

Organizers provided 
7,500 wreaths, which Wil¬ 
lette said is enough to cover 
the entire cemetery. Some 
graves had already been 
decorated by family mem¬ 
bers of the deceased. Vol¬ 
unteers were instructed to 


pay their respects at graves 
displaying Jewish, Muslim 
and atheist symbols, but 
not lay a wreath. 

Willette said this year’s 
event saw the largest-ever 
number of volunteers at 
the Agawam cemetery. The 
line of parked cars extend¬ 
ed along Main Street as far 
north as Adams Street, a 
distance of a mile. 

Willette credited his 
wife, Gina, for organizing 
the event, which is part of 
a national network of simi¬ 
lar observances at veterans 
cemeteries. 



Members of the AHS varsity cheerleading team hold up their wreaths before placing them at grave¬ 
stones. Pictured are, back row, from left, coach Kelly Cichetti, Alyssa Drumm, Ashley DeNardo, Cassie 
Reed, Sierra Gauthier, Paige Budington, Madison Provencher, Malia Matthews, Vanni Morello, and 
parent Shelley Borgatti-Reed; and front row, from left, Samantha Lubarsky, Julia Allen, Julia Nicosia, 
Abigail Rodriguez and Sydney Dietrich. 


Pre-Qualify for confidence 

A PeoplesBank pre-qualification letter makes 
your homebuying offer stronger 

• Know how much house you can afford - no surprises 

• Sellers prefer our pre-qualification letter - strengthen your offer 

• Not all pre-qualifications are equal - ask us why ours is better! 

• Already have a pre-qualification ?... get a second opinion 
and let your offer stand out 


Regions #1 Mortgage Lender 


S®! PeoplesBank 

bankatpeoples.com/consultant 413.538.9500 
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Member FDIC 
Member DIF 
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PeoplesBank - Best Mortgage Lender 
7 years in a row 


* Warren Report June 2018 
















